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Rod Rice

From: Brian Beinlich [brian@beinlich.org]
Sent: Monday, January 25, 2010 12:31 PM
To: Public Comment County Fair

Subject: Comments on the proposed MOU between Commissioners and the Fair Board
Dear Commissioners,

I'd like to applaud you for taking a bold step to address the many problems created by the highly dysfunctional
current Fair Board. Their arrogance and lack of consideration for the desires of our County citizens has wasted
much valuable time and resources related to the operation of and future planning for the Fairgrounds.

The MOU reflects a great opportunity to move forward in a much more positive and collaborative manner.
However, there are a couple of concerns that | hope you will address before the MOU is finalized.

1. Funding: The MOU must specifically allocate funding for the Fair Board and the Fairgrounds facilities.

Citizens sent a clear message that they want the facility maintained and improved, and that they want the future
of the Fair to be assured. The MOU needs to reflect that by allocating sufficient financial resources to the facilities
to carry out the Master Plan.

2. Access to facilities: As a public resource, the fairgrounds facilities must be available for use by the many
organizations traditionally associated with the Fairgrounds: Master Gardeners, 4H, Granges, Fair Boosters, and
others. Off-season events should be continued and encouraged, which should produce revenue for use in
maintenance and operation of the Fair complex.

3. Composition of the Fair Board: A more open and collaborative process must be defined for populating this
important board. | support the Fair Boosters' proposal to solicit nominations from the various organizations
directly related to the Fair event, as well as organizations that have traditionally been associated with the
fairgrounds. We must put an end to the arrogance of the Fair Board, and perhaps a good way to approach that
would be to clean house and start fresh with all new members.

Again, | am pleased to see the Commissioners move proactively to set the Fair Event and Fairgrounds facilities
on a clear and positive path forward. With a couple of tweaks to the MOU, | believe our county can embark on a
new, collaborative approach to managing the Fair Event and Facilities.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed MOU.

Brian Beinlich

10440 NW Jackson Quarry Road
Hillsboro, OR 97124

(503) 647-2163

brian@beinlich.org

1/28/2010



Page 1 of 1

Rod Rice

From: Crpasley@aol.com

Sent: Monday, January 25, 2010 9:46 PM
To: Public Comment County Fair
Subject: public testimony re MOU

In order to have a representative County Fair, the Fair Board members must demonstrate their personal
knowledge of the multi-level significance of our outstanding agricultural resources within our County as well as
the wealth of international business and cultural diversities we share. The Fair as presented by our current Fair
Board does not reflect these values. It nees to provide an opportunity for our 4-H families to present agriculture
and home art skills at their best and to show the leadership and talent of 4-H and FFA youth to the public, of
which they are a part.

My family, friends and neighbors have been involved with 4-H and the County Fair since the mid 1940's. We
have all lived through Dollar Dinners, Safety demonstrations, Bread and Cake Contests, Style Show Reviews,
knitting and sewing garments of all types and have shown horses, cattle, sheep and pigs. We have spent
countless hours teaching important life skills to our youth. Those leadership and grassroots skills have been
used throughout our lives. Our youth continue to show outstanding talent and needs this outlet to showcase
their ingenuity and creativity. We are proud of their accomplishments and need to show the public what
agriculture and family life is about today.

The Fair needs committed citizens who will ensure a beautiful presentation of our County at the Fair and can
lead and communicate those values to that end. Outside the fair, we again need citizens who will keep these
grounds beautiful throughout the year for all participants to admire and enjoy at a price that will encourage
participation throught the year.

Submitted by Carmen-kay Pasley

24915 NW West Union Rd
Hilisboro, Or 97124

1/28/2010



Page 1 of 1

Rod Rice

From: eileen marxer [ermarxer@verizon.net]
Sent: Monday, January 25, 2010 5:40 PM
To: Public Comment County Fair
Subject: Fair Management MOU Comments

Importance: High

January 25, 2010
Washington County Commissioners

| think it is time for some positive changes to the structure and management of the Washington County
Fairgrounds and annual fair.

This MOU needs to be more specific on the financial aspect of the fair. The money is supposed to be coming from
the Hotel/Motel tax (about $750,000) for running of the fair and ongoing maintenance of the fairgrounds. | wonder
where this money has been spent in the past several years, because it sure hasn't been on much maintenance
and REPLACEMENT of buildings the current fair board and staff have had removed. Pretty soon the fairgrounds
is going to be nothing but dead grass with a fence around it letting everyone know how uninviting this PUBLIC
facility is.

The fairgrounds needs to be made so the public feels they can use it for community events, organizational
activities, birthday parties and the like, AT A REASONABLE COST. If use of the buildings and facilities had a
more reasonable rental cost the facilities would be used more.

| think it is time to get rid of the old and bring in new blood to oversee and staff the management of the fair board
and fairgrounds. It doesn't appear the current staff and fair board have done a very good job. Look back at 2009
fair and note how many venders were not there. This cannot be blamed on the heat. The way venders and visitors
to the fairgrounds and fair itself are treated one year has a lot of effect on whether they will return in upcoming
years.

The new management plan has to include a fair board who understands and advocates the needs of the people
who participate in fair activities: 4-H, FFA, Horse, Livestock Association, Oregon Garden Club, and many more.
For many of these the annual county fair is part of their growing up and them being a part of the community. The
fair is a part of their summer. They are learning from being a part of the fair. Lets not take that away from them.

Let us leave a legacy to future fairgoers that they willl remember as THE BEST FAIR EVER!
Changes must be made to current fair board and staff in order for this to happen.

Eileen Marxer
4-H Alumni

1/28/2010
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Rod Rice

From: Glenna Dryden [glennadryden@gmail.com]

Sent: Monday, January 25, 2010 6:37 PM

To: Public Comment County Fair

Subject: Glenna Dryden response to "Draft MOU" dated 1-25-10

Dear Commissioners,

I would like to comment on the "Draft MOU" which was released by your County Administrator for public
comment 1/4/10 through 1/25/10.

I have read the "Draft MOU" and believe that it is a good start on a complex issue. However, I have elected to
write to you on only one of the issues which I feel strongly about regarding the Fair Complex which addresses
the County's Transient Room Tax, a County Tax which was specifically approved by the voters of Washington
County to help fund the Annual Washington County Fair event and also maintain the existing Fair Complex
facilities.

We will be celebrating the County Fair's 156th year at this years Fair and I would like to see the Fair event
continue for another 156 years or more, so that future generation of Oregonians can enjoy and celebrated the
unique traditions and culture of Washington County. In order for that to happen, the current funds which the
County collects by County ordinance (aka "Transient Room Tax"), which help fund the County Fair should be
protected by the County in this "Draft MOU" by specifically spelling out a set formula to retain a portion of that
same Transient Room Tax, so that each year the proposed "New Fair Board" will have those funds guaranteed
for their exclusive use to promote and operate the Annual Fair event.

Having such a specific formula (i.e. a set percentage of the gross amount of the collect Transient Room Tax, say
50% ) be retained each year for the exclusive use of the Annual Fair event. This will insure that the Annual Fair
event will always have a home at the Washington County Fair Complex regardless of the schedule of the Master
Plan build-out and it would also insure that the Master Plan build-out WILL NOT altogether consume those
specified tax funds in the process of the actual build-out!

With a specific percentage of the County's Transient Room Tax funds dedicated to the Annual Fair event stated
in the "Final MOU", guaranteed to be available exclusively for the Annual Fair event, there would always be
money there to grow and improve the Fair including; booking "Big Name-Nationally Recognized"
entertainment, a future home for the Washington County Rodeo (which IS A TRADITION of the Washington
County Fair AND RODEO!!!), guaranteed increasing prize money for show animals and an adequate surplus of
funds to help supplement 4-H and FFA clubs during years of declining State "Fair Funds".

Please include my suggestion above in your Final MOU document in order to guarantee that a specific
percentage of the Transient Room Tax collected by the County, will be available each year to the "New Fair
Board" such that the "New Fair Board" WILL NOT have to ""go hat-in-hand" each year to a County
Administrator to beg for their budget dollar!

My wish is that my grandchildren and their children's children, will always have the opportunity to experience a
taste of rural farm life at future Fair events at the Fair Complex, as both my mother and I did growing up here.

Sincerely,
Glenna S. Dryden

Citizen of Washington County

1/28/2010
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Rod Rice

From: Lynn Cox [lynn.cox@zsquared.net]
Sent: Monday, January 25, 2010 9:22 AM
To: Public Comment County Fair
Subject: MOU Response

Attachments: MOU.docx

Washington County Fair & Fairgrounds Agreement
Public Testimony: January 4-25, 2010

Name: Lynn Cox
President, Washington County Master Gardener Association

Address: 4592 NW Oakpoint Way
Portland, OR 97229

Phone: 503.629.9156
Email: lynn.cox@zsquared.net

Comments;

The Washington County Master Gardener Association (WCMGA) is a non-profit educational service
organization of trained volunteers who provide sound, research-based horticultural information to the
community.

WCMGA is comprised of approximately 200 Washington County residents who are certified Master
Gardeners having had the benefit of instruction and training on an array of horticultural topics by
acknowledged experts.

Sponsored by the Oregon State University Extension Service, the Washington County Master Gardener
Association is a member organization of the Oregon Master Gardener Association and the Metro Master
Gardeners Association. The Oregon Master Gardener program is an educational and volunteer program
offered through the Oregon State University Extension Service. It is open to people of all ages,
regardless of socio-economic level, race, color, sex, or handicap.

Over the past 20 years WCMGA has developed and maintained a demonstration garden on the western
edge of the Fairgrounds. The purpose of the demonstration garden is to show people what they can do
in their own yards to grow an assortment of plants including vegetables, fruits, perennials and annuals in
a manner that is attractive, enjoyable and minimizes risks to health and the environment. We have also
developed and maintained the landscaping around the Floral Building and the gazebo as part of our
demonstration garden. We have maintained a close and coordinated relationship with the Washington
County Fair Board.

During the county fair we provide gardening help booths, children’s activities, garden tours and mini-
classes. For the past few years we have had more than 3000 visitors per year to our garden during this
event. However, our operation and our educational outreach efforts take place throughout the entire
year.

Each Tuesday we have an average of 40 volunteer Master Gardeners who work to improve and maintain
our demonstration garden. The gardens are also open to the public at this time. We participate in the
Metro Gardens of Delight program, we are a partner in the Harvest Festival that began last fall and will

1/28/2010
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- be repeated again this year at the Fairgrounds, and new this year we will be hosting a gardening
educational series with Metro and the Metro Master Gardener programs for the public. We have
actively sought out new events to increase the public awareness of this important community resource.

We are well aware that the development of the fairground property could require the relocation or
elimination of these demonstration gardens. However, in the meantime it is our hope that this MOU will
not complicate or prohibit our continued efforts to provide educational outreach to the citizens of
Washington County and our ability to showcase these demonstration gardens and the Washington
County Fair Complex.

1/28/2010
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Rod Rice

From: Mike and Judi Palumbo [mjjmpal@verizon.net]
Sent: Monday, January 25, 2010 6:43 PM

To: Tom Brian; Dick Schouten; andy_duyck@co.washington.or.us; roy_rogers@co.washington.or.us; Desari
Strader; Public Comment County Fair

Subject: Washington County Fair and Fairgrounds Agreemeni
Washington County Fair and Fairgrounds Agreement

Public Testimony: January 4-25, 2010
NAME: Judi Palumbo
ADDRESS: 591 NE Joyce Ct.
CITY: Hillsboro STATE: OR ZIP: 97124

PHONE (optional): 503-681-8122

E-MAIL (optional): mjjmpal@verizon.net
COMMENTS:

Thank you for taking the time to address the ongoing problems at the Washington County
Fairgrounds and for giving the public a chance to comment on proposed changes. While process
and procedure are important in determining how effectively an administrative body will function,
the most critical component is always the people. Any process can be subverted and procedure
undermined if there is not good will and good intentions among the administrative body. I believe
that the changes spelled out in the MOU will help streamline the functioning of the fair and
fairgrounds. However, as long as the people charged with overseeing the fair and fairgrounds
continue to be hostile to public involvement in this public venue and hold deep animosity against
those who are most committed to the success of the fairgrounds as a public facility and the fair as the
premier Washington County yearly event, the changes to policies, processes, and procedures will not
yield the desired results. There is more a lack of professionalism than proper procedures at the
fairgrounds and as long as that continues, deep dysfunction will define the facility.

Professionalism demands that a problem should never be presented without a possible solution also
being defined. Therefore, I would offer this solution. Find people who are professional and have
some business experience. But, since this is a public venue that will require the services of
volunteers both young and old, those people must also enjoy working with the public. Finally, they
must have the best interest of the facility and the community at heart and hopefully have had a deep
involvement with the facility or event they will be asked to oversee. When people are appointed
who need directions to the facility, they are probably not the right people for the job.

Sincerely,
Judi Palumbo

1/28/2010



Page 1 ot 1

'Rod Rice

From: Mark Schnetzky [wizardcontrols@hotmail.com]j
Sent: Monday, January 25,2010 2:17 PM

To: Public Comment County Fair

Cc: Jim Clute

Subject: Disappointment in Fair administration

Hello Folks

I have recently become aware of the changes that are being made at the Washington County
Fairgrounds, without the serious engagement of the Washington County Fair boosters. The
Washington County Fair boosters have my admiration and support and should have yours.

I have lived in Washington County for only about 39 years and the Washington County Fair has
been an integral part of My Families life. I have attended events, participated in activities and
cheered for my cousins as they competed in the State High School Rodeo Championships.

The Grange has been a long standing supporter of the Washington County Fair. The precedence of
support that has existed from the Fair of the Grange needs to be nurtured and

enhanced. Specifically of interest is the Fair Booths, which needs to be stored maintained and
provided safe display areas.

The dismantling of the Fairgrounds without a well thought out plan that ignores the long standing
precedence is not sound management strategy.

I implore you to include the Washington County Fair boosters in your plans and listen to there
suggestions. .

Mark Schnetzky
11860 SW 91st ave
Tigard, OR 97223

Hotmail: Trusted email with powerful SPAM protection. Sign up now.

1/28/2010
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From: m_reiher@comcast.net
Sent: Monday, January 25,2010 3:45 PM
To: Public Comment County Fair

Subject: Washington County Fair and Fairgrounds Agreement

| was appalied when | heard that fair buildings are being torn down and that the county lodging tax money may be

directed to other purposes. Although | live just over the county border, | am a member of Winona Grange and
Washington-Yambhill Pomona Grange.

e The Washington County Fair should continue to educate the public on agricultural issues. Young children
think milk and eggs come from stores.

e As a4-H member, | learned to present my projects, skills that served me well in the business world.

These are the two strongest argruments | have for retaining this asset.
Marilyn Reiher

5498 Tree Street
Lake Oswego, OR 97035

1/28/2010
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From: Tom Black [tblack.1958@gmail.com]

Sent: Monday, January 25, 2010 4:57 PM

To: Public Comment County Fair

Subject: T. Black response to Washington County "Draft MOU" Dated 1-25-10

Dear Commissioners,

I am writing to you to comment on the recent "Draft" of the Washington
County and Washington County Fair Board Memo of Understanding” (aka the
"Draft MOU") which was released by your County Administrator for public
comment on 1/4/10.

There are many topics I would like to discuss with you regarding this
Draft MOU, however, I have decided to focus on the one which I consider
central to the purpose of the Fair Complex facility and the County

citizen which it should serve.

The topic I have chosen is about volunteerism and the lack of the
opportunity for volunteers help the County build the new Fair Complex
facility into the Master Plan which the County adopted through a public
forum process in 2008.

The Annual Fair event is a 156 year old Washington County institution,
which was originally organized and sustained by volunteers from all
parts of the County. Over the past decades the Annual Fair has had its
ups and downs, however, it has survived intact to this point and now it

is at a crossroads. The Fair Complex and Fair Event has a unique
opportunity to flourish as the center piece of our culturally rich

County. The County has identified the Fair Event as a four day event,
however, that is not entirely accurate. The Fair Event includes year

round activities for the clubs and groups which meet at the Fair Complex
throughout the year in preparation for the Fair Event and Horse Fair
which occurs in July/August of each year. Group like the 4-H, Future
Farmers of America, Master Gardeners, Fair Boosters, and other volunteer
public groups in the County need a common place where they feel welcomed
and needed! This HAS NOT BEEN the case lately!

It will be next to impossible for the County to meet its goal of the
Master Plan build-out without including volunteers in the process. The
original volunteer group of the Fair Movers, which succeeded in the
monumental task of moving the Fair Event from Shute Park to its current
location, was done mainly by volunteers! Most of the aging structures

1



on the Fair Complex grounds were built by some of those same volunteers
with little government help or money.

Currently, the attitude which has been openly expressed in public by

some current individual Fair Board members, has indicated that the Fair
Board is NOT receptive to volunteers improving the Fair Complex and even
sees them as a liability. In addition, current Fair Management staff

appears to share this attitude and appear to be cautioned by over

zealous County Risk Assessors, who have somehow convinced them that
volunteers are no longer a welcomed asset at the Fair Complex, but are a
huge legal liability to the County!

The fact that the current Fair Complex "Mission Statement" includes a
sentence, "promote a welcoming environment for all volunteers", is a bit
of a stretch and hard to swallow, as the current and recent past Fair
Boards, as well as that of Fair Management does not exercise and follow
their own mission!

With the current state of affairs at the Fair Complex and the openly
anti-volunteer attitude expressed by both current Fair Board and Fair
Management, I am concerned that the Volunteer is slowly but surely being
written out of the script at the Fair Complex via a County governmental

due process, where Administrators, Commissioners and other subcontracted
entities will be exclusively in charge of operating our valuable 102

acre Fair Complex County property with little room or tolerance for the
volunteers that have use it and built it over the years.

I believe that the Volunteer should not be marginalized to a four day
Fair Event but should be included in the wording of the "Draft MOU".

The County should celebrate its Volunteers by allowing them full yearly
access, without rental fees, to use the facility and help better it by

their community presence. There needs to be both an openness to
Volunteers and even encouragement towards them by the County, as stated
in the Fair Complex Mission Statement.

Please include wording in the Final MOU to guarantee a permanent place
for County volunteers at the Fair Complex so that they can contribute to
the common good of our community and not marginalize them as a
misperceived liability.

The County will need every willing volunteers hands in the future to
help improve the Fair Complex to ultimately meet the Master Plan build-out.

2
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Thanks,

Tom Black
Washington County Concerned Citizen
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(Please continue on additional pages if needed.)

Mail comments to: County Administrative Office, 155 N. First Ave., Suite

300, MS #21, Hillsboro, OR 97124 FAX comments to: (503) 846-4545
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Washington County Fair and Fairgrounds Agreement
Public Testimony: January 4-25, 3010

Judy Marsh

4675 NW Cornelius Schefflin Road
Cornelius, Oregon 97113
503-357-9152
Purplecows125@aol.com

1. T would like to see in the MOU the Hotel/Motel Tax money be placed in a
separate account labeled just for the County Fair and Fairgrounds. Not in the
Washington County general fund.

2. The new Fair Board should be people from different areas of the County Fair
itself. Exhibitors, 4-H, Concession, Carnival, etc. They are your best resource to
make the County Fair the success we all want.

3. The MOU should allow with some guidance the use of the Hotel/Motel Tax to
finance the County Fair. Who knows if the state will keep giving funds for county
fairs?

4. The Fairgrounds Coordinator needs to report to the Fair Board and the Fair Board
report to the Assistant County Administrator. The Fair Board needs to be the one
in control of the Fairgrounds Coordinator as to what goes on before and during
the County Fair.

5. The Assistant County Administrator should be someone that has exhibited or has
really working knowledge about what it takes to run a County Fair.
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Your Comments:

1. Tagree this change with the new management program in place is critical to the
success and future of our Washing County Fair.

2. Having participated since 1970 in the annual Fair, I must insist that qualified
personnel be picked for administration and board members of our County Fair.

3. Included is a brief history of my involvement and the problems and pitfalls I have

endured. These problems must be solved or the new management program will not
be successful.

Paé e | eF &

(Please continue on additional pages if needed.)

Mail comments to: County Administrative Office, 155 N. First Ave., Suite
300, MS #21, Hillsboro, OR 97124 FAX comments to: (503) 846-4545
E-mail comments to: fair@co.washington.or.us
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WHERE HAVE ALL THE HORSES GONE............ ?
To: the Washington County Board of Commissioners

From: George Homer of Forest Grove, OR who was a Pacific University administrator
for 36 years. He Retired in 1985 and traveled the northwest with his 6 horse Suffolk
Hitch for 30 years producing and appearing in several county fairs shows, draft horse
shows, parades like the Rose Parade as well as the Western Washington State Fair in
Puyallup for 12 years.

1. For 30 years, 1970-2000, I was the draft horse superintendent of Washington County
Fair and the Clark Co. Fair in Vancouver, WA and had my own 6 horse Hitch.

2. Inthose days of 6 day fairs, we would have 2 draft horse shows, 2 drive thru at the
Rodeo and one day of handicapped children draft and rodeo special fair.

3. We would normally have 7 or 8 draft horse hitches for these activities more than any
other County Fair and the Oregon State Fair and we were better paid. We had
horses coming down as far away as eastern Washington. We were the best in
Oregon.

During this time the fair visitors were asked what they liked and what not. Draft
Horse Show was the #1 best liked activity at the Fair.

4. Since the year 2000 this program and the Washington County Fair has gone straight
down. No Rodeo, facilities completely gone, the Show Arena looks like a disaster
area and this last year we had one Draft Horse Show will only two 6 horse hitches
and one owner with three horses. What a comedown. The horse area where |
used to tie my stock for those 30 years has completely rotted away.,

6. Why has all this happened?

A. You, the County Commission Board, have picked managers and Fair Board
Members that were not qualified with no Fair experience and were
unaware of why a county fair should exist.

B. You allowed all of this mismanagement and the Hotel Tax money of 6
million dollars which was dedicated for repair and rebuilding of the fair
facilities to not rebuild one building.

C. You the County Board have allowed the Fair Board to treat the Fair Boosters
as the CACiny instead of enc Gutﬁgiﬂg them to hClp solve problcms and
build a better Fair as we once were. Fair Boosters are equai to Umversnv
{.IIK i1 Ll \\}.Ll‘-g.l ailc l}l\. ‘U ‘l\.h_g_\.llL |'f€l 30 '\jLLL[ SUCCC '\‘|LUI ‘ lll\ \_thllj

Why are all the horses gone? You gentlemen are the reason.
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(Please continie on addltxonal pages if needed.)

Mail comments to: County Administrative Office, 155 N. First Ave., Suite
300, MS #21, Hillsboro, OR 97124 FAX comments to: (503) 846-4545
E-mail comments to: fair@co.washington.or.us
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