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HOMELESS PLAN ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
Thursday, July 20, 2017, at 2:30pm 

Washington County Services Center East – Room 195 
3700 SW Murray Boulevard 

Beaverton, Oregon 
 

 
Chairperson:  Dick Schouten 
Chairperson Elect:  Vera Stoulil 
Secretary:  Adolph “Val” Valfre, Jr. 
 

AGENDA 
 

I. INTRODUCTIONS – 2:30 P.M. 
 
II. ACTION - APPROVE AGENDA – 2:35 P.M. 
 
III. ACTION - APPROVAL OF MINUTES – 2:40 P.M. 

A. April 20, 2017 Meeting Minutes ............................................................. Action 
 
IV. COMMUNICATIONS AND PUBLIC COMMENT – 2:45 P.M. 
 
V. NEW BUSINESS – 2:50 P.M.  

A. Lower Income Employment and Housing Implications – Emily Starbuck, 
Oregon Employment Department 

B. Washington County Thrives -  Glenn Montgomery, Vision Action Network 
C. The Next Phase of A Road Home: 10-Year Plan – Annette Evans, 

Washington County 
 

VI. UNFINISHED BUSINESS – 4:15 P.M. 
 
VII. REPORT OF THE COMMITTEES – 4:20 P.M. 

A. Housing and Supportive Services Network (HSSN) – Annette Evans 
 

VIII. ANNOUNCEMENTS – 4:25 P.M. 
 
IX. ADJOURNMENT – 4:22 P.M. 
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MINUTES 
HOMELESS PLAN ADVISORY COMMITTEE OF WASHINGTON COUNTY 

April 20, 2017 
Washington County Services Center East – Room 195 

3700 SW Murray Boulevard, Beaverton, Oregon 
 

A. COMMITTEE MEMBERS  
PRESENT 

B. COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
ABSENT 

Renée Bruce 
Russ Dondero 
Rachael Duke 
Elena Uhing 
Shawn Fischer  
Kristin Griffey 
 

Carol C. Herron 
Barbara Nelson 
Dick Schouten 
Vera Stoulil 
Val Valfre   

Janice L. Berger 
Steven Berger 
Samira Godil 
Lai-Lani Ovalles 
Robin Shultz 

  

C.  STAFF PRESENT D.  GUESTS PRESENT 
Annette Evans 
 

 Tim Ellsworth, On behalf of Steven Berger 
Omar Martinez, City of Hillsboro 
Glenn Montgomery, Vision Action Network 
Yvette Porter, Disability, Aging, & Veterans Services 
Jennie Proctor, Office of Community Development 
Phil Williams, Oregon Department of Human Services 
 

   
 
Chair Dick Schouten called the meeting to order at 2:30 p.m.   
 
I. INTRODUCTIONS – A quorum is present. 
 
II. ACTION – APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Motion:  Approve agenda as submitted for this meeting. 
Action:  Val Valfre 
Second:  Renée Bruce  
Vote: Approved unanimously 
 

III. ACTION – APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Motion:     Approve minutes of the November 17, 2016 meeting. 
Action:      Renée Bruce 
Second:    Rachael Duke 
Vote: Approved unanimously 
 

IV. COMMUNICATIONS AND PUBLIC COMMENT 
No public comment. 
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V. NEW BUSINESS 
A. 2017 Point-In-Time Homeless Census—Annette Evans, Homeless Program 

Coordinator 
Annette recognized the following organizations for their work on the Point-In-
Time (PIT) homeless count census: Community Action, Luke-Dorf, Inc., 
HomePlate Youth Services, and 35 agency staff and volunteers. The PIT took 
place the last 7 days in January 2017. The county includes urban centers with a 
large area of suburban/rural terrain that makes it difficult to reach all homeless 
who may be camping in remote locations. The PIT focus included engagement 
with homeless in areas where homeless people are known to be such as 
campsites, bottle exchanges, emergency shelters, and veteran resource events. 
 
The committee reviewed the handouts that show the numbers and explanations 
of the PIT count. The PIT is a “snapshot” counting an estimated 38% of 
homeless population as compared to the annual Community Connect data. 
Sheltered and unsheltered numbers have remained flat for the past 3 years. 
Comprehensive report to be released in May and available online at 
www.co.washington.or.us/homeless.   
 
Unsheltered families have risen slightly while unsheltered adult only households 
have slightly decreased. It was noted the number of unsheltered families include 
larger numbers of people in the family, as well as an increase in minority 
populations; e.g. African American and the Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific 
Islander. 
 
Subpopulation numbers were discussed. Senior count is down, and Renee Bruce 
commented that there has been an influx in prevention funds and it is used right 
away. Veteran homeless count is down due to many resources available to this 
subpopulation. Chronic homelessness went up with the possible explanation of 
housing barriers due to limited or poor credit and rental history, lack of income, 
etc.  
 
The shelter and housing inventory count shows the county at only 88% bed 
utilization, down from 92% last year. The goal is 97% or higher bed occupancy. 
Annette spoke on the need to maximize resources by keeping beds full and 
moving people through the homeless system. The question of why people will not 
take shelter when it is offered to them and what should be done about it is being 
brought to the HSSN Workgroup for further study and planning. 
 
There was discussion over the gaps in the system and how to address the rise in 
chronic homeless persons and doing more for people than just providing a bed. 
Community Connect is aligned with emergency shelter and housing programs. 
People in permanent housing are not counted in PIT. Rachael Duke raised 
question of whether people are still housed 6 months after receiving assistance. 
Annette spoke on HUD’s system performance requirement and the recidivism 
rate goal of 5%, Washington County is at 11.3%. Emergency shelters are at 25% 
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recidivism rate due to the time spent there is not long enough to deal with issues 
a person may have. Renee Bruce stated emergency shelters do not have 
everything a person needs to be successful. There was discussion on community 
requests for more shelters, but they are costly and do not have outcomes due to 
the short time people spend there. Annette reported the Housing Inventory Chart 
(HIC) shows the shelter and housing resources available.  
 
Kristin Griffey reported Luke-Dorf, Inc. received 1 year funding for Resident 
Services Coordinator with a focus on housing stability, with hopes of extending 
this by 3 years. Program focus is on housing retention, don’t want people to lose 
housing or have an eviction on their record. 
 
The PIT and HIC data have been reviewed by HSSN and have been 
recommended for submittal to HUD. The information will be summarized by HUD 
and turned over to Congress to show the need for funding and resources. 
Planning has begun for the 2018 PIT homeless count. 
 
There was discussion on the need to invest in people moving forward with jobs 
and the challenges in staffing outreach teams to engage with homeless campers. 
Russ Dondero pointed out the incremental costs to the county with having to 
clean-up and replant after campsites have been swept. These incremental costs 
are in addition to the fiscal impact that the chronically homeless have on 
institutions of care (e.g. hospitals, criminal justice/jail, law enforcement/fire EMS) 
and our community members. 

 
B. Federal, State, and Local Legislation and Funding Activities—Renee Bruce, 

Executive Director, Community Action Organization, Jennie Proctor, Program 
Manager, Office of Community Development, Adolph “Val” Valfre, Jr., 
Executive Director, Housing Authority, Glenn Montgomery, Executive 
Director, Vision Action Network 
 

Renee Bruce reported on the housing program budgets at the federal and state 
levels. Block grant programs were zeroed out in the 2017 Presidential budget 
that is under a continuing resolution. The state’s Emergency Housing Assistance 
(EHA) is hoping for flat funding of $20 million. The state elderly rent assistance 
program is changing to $1.3 million for the entire state. She also addressed the 
Weatherization program efforts to cover energy costs for low-income families.  
 
Jennie Proctor reported on the Federal budget that is estimated at a 50% cut to 
CDBG. Optimistic for FY2017 funding with cuts in FY2018 to include elimination 
of the HOME Investment Partnership program that helps to develop affordable 
housing. The County is helping a CPAH project located on the corner of Murray 
and Cornell.  
 
Val Valfre reported on several legislative bills and laws at the federal and state 
level. Rent Assistance Demonstration (RAD) was authorized by Congress in 
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2012 to test a new way of meeting the large and growing capital improvement 
needs of the nation’s aging public housing stock. Properties “convert’ their 
assistance to long-term, project-based Section 8 contracts. These new contracts 
provide a more reliable source of operating subsidy that allow Public Housing 
Authority’s (PHAs) and owners to safely leverage private capital – typically debt 
and equity – in order to finance the property rehabilitation or replacement. Also 
discussed was the possible funding of $20 million toward preservation of existing 
affordable housing and $100 million for LIFT (Local Innovation Fast Track) 
affordable housing. Governor Brown pledged to end veteran homelessness, and 
there is legislative work occurring to fund services for veterans. The Washington 
County Housing Opportunity Fund was funded in FY2017 with $300,000, with a 
request to increase this to $500,000 in the County’s 2017/18 General Fund 
budget. 
 
Glenn Montgomery reported on the housing, employment and early learning 
initiatives being championed by Washington County Thrives. A poll was 
conducted by Campbell Delong Resources, Inc. to see if Washington County 
voters would support a bond measure for $22 million over 5 years. This would be 
a tax of $.34 per $1,000 assessed property value. Poll results show voters would 
not support this the way it is written now. Renée Bruce talked about the need for 
public education campaign about what is happening in the county and there not 
being enough places for people to live. Commissioner Dick Schouten 
commented on the 53% in favor of initiative during poll and the chance of it being 
defeated at election time if the polls don’t show at 60% or higher.  
 
C. Work session:  

 Recommend and promote effective interagency collaboration and system 
integration. Challenge of creating more housing and how do we leverage off of 
other systems. 

 
Phil Williams presented on the SNAP (food stamp) benefit in response to a 
question of homeless persons only receiving $16 in food stamp benefits. Many 
factors go into determining the amount of benefit. Washington County has fallen 
below the federal threshold for unemployment rate which makes the mandated 
Able Bodied Adults without Dependents (ABOD) program take effect. ABOD 
applies to able bodied adults aged 18-49 that have no dependents under 18 in 
their household to only be eligible for 3 months of food stamps during a 36-month 
time period. Exceptions to this SNAP policy team in Salem has a full list and 
these exceptions are not based off HUD definitions of homelessness 

 
Elena Uhing reported Westside Economic Alliance has designated June as 
Affordable Housing Month, and seeks engagement with corporate business 
partners. Tour of affordable housing units make a difference because the 
corporations see first-hand what their employees are experiencing. Dick 
Schouten noted for the record Westside Economic Alliance somewhat of a sub-
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regional Chamber of Commerce for Washington County in that it crosses 
jurisdiction lines and focuses on larger companies. 

 
VII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

A. None 
 

VIII. REPORTS OF THE COMMITTEES 
A.  Housing and Supportive Services Network (HSSN) – Ms. Annette Evans 

 
Annette asked the committee if they had any questions on the report that she 
went over during the new business portion of the meeting. No questions were 
asked. She added that eviction notices were on the rise. 
 

IX. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 Care Oregon Grant focused on heathcare and housing up to $80,000 

available. 
 VAN Annual Celebration June 15, 2017. 
 19th Annual HomeWord Bound fundraiser will be held at the Oregon Zoo’s 

Cascade Crest Banquet Center on April 21, 2017 from 6 to 9 p.m. 
 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting adjourned at 4:22 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted,  
 

 
Adolph “Val” Valfre, Jr. 
Secretary 
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IV. COMMUNICATIONS AND PUBLIC COMMENT – 2:45 P.M. 
 
V. NEW BUSINESS – 2:50 P.M.  

A. Lower Income Employment and Housing Implications – Emily Starbuck, 
Oregon Employment Department 

B. Washington County Thrives -  Glenn Montgomery, Vision Action Network 
C. The Next Phase of A Road Home: 10-Year Plan – Annette Evans, 

Washington County 
 
VI. UNFINISHED BUSINESS – 4:15 P.M. 

A. None 
 
VII. REPORT OF THE COMMITTEES – 4:20 P.M.  

A. Housing and Supportive Services Network (HSSN) – Annette Evans 
 
“CLOVER COURT” PERMANENT SUPPORTIVE HOUSING PROJECT 
Clover Court is a proposed new construction 6-unit housing project targeted to 
re-house chronic homeless adults experiencing severe mental illness.  The 
vacant land proposed for the property site is owned by Washington County, and 
is under consideration for land transfer to Luke-Dorf, Inc. for the development of 
the Clover Court project.  The County prepared an email group to facilitate 
updates and communication with interested community members, and a 
webpage hosting information and documents related to the project is available 
online at http://www.co.washington.or.us/Housing/proposed-clover-court-
development.cfm  
 
On June 13, the 30-day public comment period for the Environmental Review 
(ER) Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) will end, and is followed by an 
additional 15-day public comment period for submittal of comments regarding the 
FONSI to the HUD Field Office.  The Washington County Office of Community 
Develop is the Certifying Officer for the ER, and has received public comment 
both in favor and in opposition to the project. 

 
FEDERAL MCKINNEY-VENTO HOMELESS PROGRAM  
On May 5, 2017, President Trump signed H.R. 244 into law which provides fiscal 
year 2017 full-year appropriations through September 30, 2017.  The Homeless 
Assistance budget is $2.383 billion, up from $2.25 billion in FY2016.  The 
appropriation directs $43 million to the youth homelessness effort and extends 
the authority for the U.S. Interagency Council on Homelessness through 2018. 
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Federal Homeless 
Program Funds 

FY2011
 

$1.901 
billion 

FY2012
 

$1.901 
billion 

FY2013 
 

$1.929 
billion 

FY20141

 
$2.105 
billion 

FY20152 
 

$2.135 
billion 

FY20163

 
$2.250 
billion 

FY20174 
 

$2.383 
billion 

CoC Program 
Competitive Grant 
Funding 

 
$1.6 
billion 

 
$1.6 
billion 

 
$1.7 
billion 

 
$1.8 

billion 

 
$1.9 

billion 

 
$1.918  
billion 

 
$2.113 
billion 

County Grant Award 
– CoC Program 

 
$2.1 

million 

 
$2.3 

million 

 
$2.6 

million 

 
$2.7 

million 

 
$3.4 

million 

 
$3.4  

million 

NOFA not 
released – 
anticipated 
June/July 

Emergency Shelter & 
Solutions Grant  
(ESG) Formula 
Funding 

 
$225 
million 

 
$250 
million 

 
$215 
million 

 
$250 
million 

 
$250 
million 

 
$250 
million 

 
$270 
million 

County ESG 
Entitlement Formula 
Funds5  

 
$137,797 

 
$157,499 

 
$134,781 

 
$152,317 

 
$165,058 

 
$164,525 

Estimate 
$184,000 

 
Washington County will apply for $3,279,139 in CoC Program funds to renew 
228 units of transitional and permanent housing.  Washington County will 
compete for new funds that may be available to address the gaps for serving our 
chronically homeless population. 
 
THE CRISIS INTERVENTION TEAM (CIT) MODEL FOR POLICE RESPONSE 
TO MENTAL HEALTH CRISES 
The Crisis Intervention Team (CIT) model is a collaborative approach to safely 
and effectively addressing the needs of persons with mental illness, link them to 
appropriate services, and divert them from the criminal justice system.  The 
national model has been successfully utilized by enforcement agencies to 
increase safety for both the officer and the individual experiencing mental illness 
and substance abuse.  Law enforcement, mental health practitioners, hospitals, 
and other public health agencies have come together to develop a 40-hour 
training course beginning in October 2017 for city and county law enforcement 
personnel. 
 
Given the interface of law enforcement with homeless individuals and families, 
Annette Evans has participated in the CIT curriculum planning and will be a 
Trainer providing law enforcement resource tools to assist the homeless in 
Washington County. 

 
 EVICTION COURT CASES ON THE RISE 

The rising rents and other socioeconomic factors are reflected in the rising trends 
in eviction cases filed with the court. Washington County and Community Action 
Organization are working to prevent eviction for severely rent burdened 

                                                           
1 FY2014 Omnibus Appropriations; January 17, 2014. 
2 FY2015 Omnibus Appropriations, December 16, 2015 
3 FY2016 Omnibus Appropriations, December 18, 2016 
4 FY2017 H.R. 244Omnibus Appropriations, May 5, 2017 
5 Emergency Solution Grant  formula is based on percentage of CDBG funds 
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households through emergency rent assistance and housing specialist 
assistance. 
 
Year-to-date there have been 1,193 eviction court cases filed that includes 72-
hour notice and “for cause” evictions, as compared to 1,052 during this same 
timeframe in 2015.  Washington County has provided $150,000 in emergency 
rent assistance this fiscal year that has had a positive outcome in keeping the 
number of evictions from being much higher. 
 

Evictions By 
Month 2017 2016 2015 2014 2013 2012 2011 2010 2009

January 286 278 284 281 249 290 291 341 499
February 263 226 155 199 214 254 234 280 355
March 206 201 178 185 195 231 291 263 299
April 213 235 211 184 184 228 274 310 326
May 225 246 224 208 238 247 273 309 357
June 277 227 224 216 306 300 330 357  

 
A ROAD HOME: 10-YEAR PLAN TO END HOMELESSNESS (2008-2018) 
As year 9 of the 10-Year Plan comes to a close the end of June, the Housing and 
Supportive Services Network (HSSN) is working to collect data for inclusion in 
the Annual Homeless Report on Outcomes and Challenges that will be made 
available for review by the Homeless Plan Advisory Committee in October with a 
presentation to the Board of County Commissioners by December.   
 
On August 2, the HSSN will approve the Year 10 Work Plan that will consider the 
employment opportunities available with the low unemployment rate, retool 
existing resources and/or new resources to address gaps in the homeless 
service system, and reduce barriers as a result of increased housing, utilities, 
and healthcare costs. 
 
Looking beyond June 2018, this coming year the HSSN will begin the process to 
develop the next phase of the 10-Year Plan that will use the Plan’s current goals 
and framework of goals to achieve our vision in preventing and ending 
homelessness through housing first, wrap-around services and income 
opportunity.  Community Stakeholder meetings will be facilitated to provide the 
public with an opportunity for input into the strategies and content of the Plan’s 
next phase.  A website link will be made available to provide public access to the 
information on timeline, public planning meetings and documentation sharing. 

 
X. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
XI. ADJOURNMENT 

 


