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What is the 
Responsibility 
of the County 
Communicable 
Disease 
Team(s)?

The Communicable Disease Team assesses risk factors 
that may have made an individual ill, provides 
education about diseases and how to prevent spreading 
diseases to others, and determines who has been 
exposed to ensure proper testing and treatment for 
over 80 legally required reportable diseases.

Communicable Disease Team (4)
Tuberculosis Team (4)
STI/HIV Team (7)
Immunization (1.5)
Nursing Supervisors (2)
Work in strong partnership with Health Officer (1), RAID 
(4) and EH



First 
Infectious 
Disease 
Report 



Outbreaks 

In 2018, the Communicable Disease Team investigated over 
1,000 disease reports.

Investigated 34 outbreaks that sickened over 500 people. 
– Half of the outbreaks investigated were in long-term 

care facilities
– 15% occurred in day care facilities
– 12% were associated with private events at 

residential homes

Over 40% of outbreaks were caused by respiratory 
transmission, primarily the coughs and sneezes of a sick 
person; over a quarter were caused by direct contact with 
a sick individual; and 14% were caused by contaminated 
food.



What We 
Did in 2019

Monitor immunization rates at schools 
and food handling practices 
(Environmental Health)

Formed partnerships with Oregon 
Childcare Council to help work with 
childcare providers

Long-term care 
facilities; provider 
guide developed 

Asked by state to 
modify as statewide 
tool

Tri-county work on 
outbreaks response 
ongoing 

Measles Hot Wash 
Tri-county response 
coordination – Vaccine 
Hesitancy 



Sexually 
Transmitted 
Infections

Chlamydia most reported sexually transmitted 
infection, with over 2,400 new cases. 

Gonorrhea infections rose more than 200% from 2007 
to 2018, with the greatest increase in infections 
affecting women. 

Syphilis infections among women increased by more 
than 250% from 2012 to 2018, increasing the risk for 
congenital syphilis cases. 

Congenital syphilis can lead to miscarriages, stillbirths 
and complications such as blindness and deafness in 
infants. 



HIV 

Newly diagnosed Washington County HIV infections 
increased in 2018 — the first increase since 2014. 

People living with HIV continues to grow as the county 
population grows. 

Overall, the rate of newly diagnosed HIV infections has 
decreased by over half in the last 10 years. 

More men than women continue to be infected with HIV, 
with 95% of newly diagnosed HIV infections being in men.

Latino men continue to be affected disproportionally higher 
than the general population.



What We 
Did in 2019

Increased testing access – over 580 appointments in 2019

Increased outreach; especially to Latino men
• Attended first Pride events with testing van
• Contract with Neighborhood Health – provider 

increased services/outreach
• RFP for Latino outreach project – Awarded to Famalias 

en Accion
• Identified partners we could support to build capacity

Built Harm Reduction Program 
– Lots of community partner building to implement 

• Naloxone Distribution – 62 reported reversals 
• Syringe Exchange – expanded to 2 sites in Hillsboro



Tuberculosis 

In 2018, the TB Team managed the treatment of 18 
individuals with active TB disease. 

Of these active cases, 165 contacts were identified; 
7 of these contacts developed active TB disease.

Of the contacts identified, 32 (21%) were diagnosed 
with latent TB infection. 

Treatment for active TB disease lasts at least six 
months and sometimes a year or more. During this 
time, individuals may be restricted from work and 
public activities.



What We Did in 2019

Worked to understand communities understanding 
about LTBI – Stigma

Translated materials into multiple languages which 
were only in Spanish and English prior



Health officials warn families to 
avoid dangerous products, get kids 

tested

Tri-County worked with state 
and community partners to 
develop messages about lead 
risks

Developed culturally sensitive 
messaging to help 
communities understand lead 
levels and impacts to health. 
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https://gisanddata.maps.arcgis.com/apps/
opsdashboard/index.html#/bda7594740fd
40299423467b48e9ecf6

Current Situation

https://gisanddata.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/bda7594740fd40299423467b48e9ecf6


Comparing Coronavirus and Flu
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Coronavirus as of 
2/10/2020

42,820 Coronavirus 
Illnesses

1,014
Coronavirus

Deaths



Oregon and Washington County Response Timeline
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Week of Jan 21 Week of Feb 3 Week of Feb 10

1st case in U.S. announced CDC Call – Protocol Change Providing education and 
outreach to persons 
returning from China 

Washington County staff on 
CDC briefing call

OHA leads first call for county 
health agencies

Continue working with 
partners including schools

Washington County website 
updated

OHA updated investigative 
guidelines

OHA interim clinical 
guidance



Travel Restrictions and Notifications
• U.S. has screened an 

estimated 35,000 
passengers for 
coronavirus at 11 
airports to date. (CDC, 
2/10/2020)

• Foreign nationals who 
have visited China in the 
past 14 days may not 
enter the U.S.



Outbreak Investigation
 We will continue to 

monitor with CDC/OHA 
and community partners

 Provide education and 
outreach and assess 
cultural needs

 Help providers with 
guidelines/assess risk

 Facilitate testing
 Conduct investigation as 

with any communicable 
disease
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Challenges
• Misinformation and fear

• Addressing public concern as 
things get closer to Oregon

• Consistency and accuracy of 
information, particularly 
with constantly changing 
situation
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Cultural sensitivity. 




Risk to People 
in the U.S.

On Feb. 10, CDC said:
– “Risk to U.S. citizens remains low.”
– “Risk is to those who are returning from 

China.”
• Travelers from China have decreased.
• Public Health is providing 

outreach/education to all individuals 
returning from China to offer 
resources and check in on how they 
are doing. 

– “Public Health is being aggressive in 
approach to preventing spread.”
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Worldwide Flu 
Remains Higher 
Risk Than 
Coronavirus – Get 
Your Flu Shot!

“Americans have simply gotten used to 
influenza despite the staggering number of 
people it affects”, said Scott Weisenberg, a 
clinical associate professor of medicine and 
director of NYU Langone Health’s travel 
medicine program. 

“I would worry much more about influenza 
this week,” Weisenberg said. “And people 
should get a flu shot — the flu is still active.”



Questions?
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Amy Manchester Harris, MPA
Supervisor, Disease Control and Prevention
503-846-3640
Amy_Manchester_Harris@co.Washington.or.us
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