Modernizing Oregon'’s Recycling
Legislative Concept

Thomas Egleston — Manager, Solid Waste & Recycling



The need for a modern recycling system

Oregon’s system evolved to rely upon
global recycling markets dominated by
China which recently stopped taking
material

Less paper and more plastics in mixed
recycling

Domestic markets and mills have closed

Higher collection rates and processing
fees passed on to community members

Consumer confusion about recyclability
of packaging



Recycling Steering Committee

e Seeking consensus on a proposal:
 Department of Environmental Quality
e Association of Oregon Recyclers
 The Recycling Partnership
* Norpac Paper
* Denton Plastics
e League of Oregon Cities
e Association of Oregon Counties
e City of Portland

Metro

Lane County

Oregon Refuse & Recycling Association
EFl Recycling

Far West Recycling

Waste Management

Republic Services

Rogue Disposal

Consensus reached at September 18, 2020 meeting of Recycling Steering Committee



Recycling Steering Committee’s Vision

A modern recycling system that:

e Reduces waste and uses fewer resources

* Ensures clean materials are recycled
responsibly

* |s resilient and can adapt to change

e |stransparent and accountable to communities

e Provides convenient and equitable access to
recycling

e Supports safe, living wage jobs

e Advances equity and economic opportunity

e Has stable financing



Proposal i

Truth-in-Labeling

Statewide
Collection List

Reduced
contamination

Transparency &
Accountability

Processing &
Marketing Standards




Proposal ezo

Equity Standards

Expanded Bottle Bill

Statewide Education

Recycled Content
Requirements




Proposal s

10. Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR)




How does proposal align with our interests?

Ensure materials collected for recycling are recycled.

Improve equity outcomes throughout system.

Minimize financial burden placed on rate payers.

Reduce public confusion about recycling.

Stabilize and enhance recycling programs.

Maintain local control over local collection system.

Minimize impacts on franchise fees paid to County.




Where does it go from here?

Legislative priority for Dept. of
Environmental Quality (DEQ)

DEQ team is using proposal to
begin drafting bill for 2021
session, anticipated to be
available in November 2020

DEQ will continue to work with
stakeholders as bill gets drafted

Support in Salem from
stakeholders (like Washington
County) is being sought
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