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Harm Reduction Background

• Harm reduction aims to reduce negative 
consequences associated with 
behaviors.

• Provide safe, non-judgmental services 
and referrals.

• Build trusting relationships.
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Washington County Conducted 
HIV/STI Testing (Pre-COVID)

• Walk-in clinics in 
Beaverton & 
Hillsboro

• Syringe exchange
• Outreach testing
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Syringe Exchange 
(Pre-COVID)
• Two sites 

once/week in 
Hillsboro

• Distribute sterile 
injection supplies 
& naloxone

• Rapid HIV/HCV 
testing
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COVID Impacts (March 2020)

Washington County Conducted HIV/STI 
Testing
• Temporarily halted all HIV/STI clinical 

testing 
• Re-opened Hillsboro site by 

appointment in August 2020
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COVID Impacts (March 2020)

• Syringe Exchange
• One syringe 

exchange site 
closed

• Temporarily halted 
rapid HIV testing

• Increased partnership 
with houseless 
service providers to 
distribute supplies.

• Partnership with 4D 
recovery drop-in 
center.
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Syringe Exchange – Oct ‘19 – April ‘21

808 client encounters 
(include repeats)
95,213 syringes 
disposed

1,132 doses of 
naloxone distributed
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Oregon’s Good Samaritan Law

Syringe Exchange:
14 Reported reversals
85 kits given away

If someone is overdosing and they call for medical help, they 
cannot be arrested or prosecuted for:
• Possessing drugs or drug paraphernalia
• Being in a place where drugs are used
• Violating probation or parole because of drug use or 

possession
• Outstanding warrant because of drug use or possession
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Planning Ahead

• Second weekly site in Washington 
County – Ideas on potential host sites?

• Enhanced street outreach to clients
• Develop stronger partnerships with 

CBOs
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Harm Reduction Coalition

• CHIP subcommittee
• Organize CBOs to 

build capacity for 
harm reduction 
programs

• First steps: 
– Organize leadership 

team
– Develop charter and 

workplan outline
– Fall/winter 2021 launch 

(depending on capacity 
during COVID response)
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Contact Information:
Erin Parrish

Senior Program Coordinator
Erin_Parrish@co.washington.or.us

503-846-8327
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