
C R E A T I N G  A N D  L O C A T I N G  N E W  S H E L T E R  P R O G R A M S  

Logistical needs such as location size, condition of property, utilities
Access to public transportation
Access to services, employment and community resources
Geographic and demographic distribution
Impact on local communities or sensitive public services such as schools, playgrounds, or public parks. 

Washington County staff use "Community Guidelines: Expanding Shelter Programs with Equity", which include several conditions to determine
whether a proposed location is appropriate for shelter. A location does not have to meet all conditions to be selected – rather, staff consider
the combined priority needs. Considerations include:

Community feedback is not sought for specific potential locations of future shelter programs. Until a shelter location is confirmed, there is no
formal community engagement. This allows for real estate and landlord negotiations to be established and for staff to determine site viability. 

H O W  W A S  T H E  S H E L T E R  L O C A T I O N  D E T E R M I N E D ?

P R E P A R I N G  F O R  A  N E W  S H E L T E R  

Washington County oversees a coordinated shelter system that provides a steppingstone to long-term housing for people experiencing
homelessness. Since 2021, Washington County has been able to successfully expand shelter availability due to the Supportive Housing
Services measure and more recently, Governor Kotek’s Executive Order 23-02. Expanding shelter programs reduces the number of
individuals and families living on the street and provides a safe and stable respite in the transition to long-term housing. 
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E X I S T I N G  A N D  P L A N N E D  S H E L T E R  P R O G R A M S  


