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PURPOSE & DESIRED OUTCOME: 

Provide Board with context and initial data analysis of the 2020 Census 

 

POLICY QUESTIONS FOR THE BOARD TO CONSIDER:  

What further data would Board members be interested in, pending additional data releases? 

 

SUMMARY OF TOPIC: 

Washington County participated in Complete Count, a coalition of community-based organizations and 
government agencies who have come together to coordinate public outreach about ensuring a full and 
accurate count for Census 2020.  

 

With new Census 2020 results, County staff will provide a refresher on the decennial census using an 
equity lens, an overview of the initial results that inform what we know about Washington County 
population and demographics, trends that may be used to inform equitable policy and program 
strategies, as well as guidance on additional releases of more granular data. 

  

Presentation will request Board guidance regarding additional indicators to analyze and share in a 
future presentation. 
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Overview
• Refresher on decennial census and 
prework

• Barriers to a fair and accurate count
• Overall findings
• County demographics
• Themes in the data
• Next steps
• Questions
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Census Background

• Required under U.S. Constitution for apportionment of the House of 
Representatives

• Used to redistrict U.S. Congress and state legislative districts
• Used by Washington County to redistrict four commissioner districts
• Cited in statutes and other policies for distributing federal and state 
funds

• Over 300 federal spending programs rely on data derived from the 
Decennial Census to guide the geographic distribution of funds to 
states, counties, cities, and households.1

1. Counting for Dollars 2020: The Role of the Decennial Census in the Geographic Distribution of Federal Funds, George Washington University 
Institute of Public Policy
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Decennial Census and ACS
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• Decennial Census:
• The Constitution requires an “actual enumeration” (The Census aims to count 
all U.S. residents—citizens and non‐citizens alike)

• The “long form” was eliminated after the 2000 Census
• The 2010 and 2020 decennial forms asked 10 questions

• American Community Survey (ACS):
• An ongoing survey of about 3.5 million addresses randomly selected each year.  
• Fully implemented in 2005, replacing the “long form” of the decennial census.
• Data provides detailed demographic, social, economic and housing 
characteristics.

• The ACS form for 2022 has over 70 questions for a single‐occupant household.



2020 Census Questionnaire

1. Address
2. Phone number
3. Count of each person at that address
4. Name
5. Gender
6. Age and date of birth
7. Race
8. Hispanic, Latino or Spanish origin
9. Whether someone lives somewhere else
10. Relationship
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Sample 2020 Census questionnaire
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Barriers to a Fair and 
Accurate Count
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Equity Concerns
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• Racist origins of the census in the United States (U.S. Constitution, Article I, 
Section 2, Clause 3)

• Evolution of racial/ethnic identities over time
• Erosion of trust in government, especially among historically excluded 
groups of people

• Respondents have only been able to check multiple races since 2000
• Survey design and coding evolves and can limit self‐identification



Confidentiality Violated then Re‐codified

• Confidentiality suspended during World 
War II

• This protection was restored in federal 
law in 1954 (Title 13 U.S. Code)
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Politically Charged Context for 2020
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Census Barriers, Attitudes & Motivators Study
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Delays in Collecting and Reporting 

• COVID‐related delays pushed completion of 2020 fieldwork into mid‐
October instead of late July

• No 1 year ACS data will be released for 2020
• Apportionment (state totals) published April 26, 2021 instead of 
December 31, 2020

• Redistricting data (block totals) published August 12, 2021 instead of 
March 31, 2021
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Overall Findings
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County Overall Population
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12% change

11% change

13% change



Population Growth 2010‐2020, by City
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2010 2020 Growth Growth (%)
Banks 1,777 1,837 60 3%
Beaverton 89,803 97,494 7,691 9%
Cornelius 11,869 12,694 825 7%
Durham 1,351 1,944 593 44%
Forest Grove 21,083 26,225 5,142 24%
Gaston* 637 670 33 5%
Hillsboro 91,611               106,447 14,386 16%
King City 3,111 5,184 2,073 67%
North Plains 1,947 3,441 1,494 77%

* City is partially outside of Washington County ‐‐ only the Washington County population is shown



Population Growth 2010‐2020, by City

15

2010 2020 Growth Growth (%)
Portland* 1,547 1,641 94 6%
Sherwood 18,194 20,450 2,256 12%
Tigard 48,035 54,539 6,504 14%
Tualatin* 23,192 24,786 1,594 7%
Wilsonville* 2,138 2,142 4 0%

All Cities 316,336 359,547 43,211 14%
Unincorporated      213,374               240,825 27,451 13%

County Total            529,710 600,372 70,662 13%

* City is partially outside of Washington County ‐‐ only the Washington County population is shown



Urban Unincorporated Area, 2020

Legend
Urban Unincorporated Area
Rural Washington County
Cities
Urban growth boundary

Census 2020 
Total County Population:  600,000
Population of All Cities:    360,000
Urban Unincorporated Area: 215,000
Rural Washington County:     26,000
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County 
Demographics
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Percent of Washington County Population, 2010 vs 2020

2010 %
2020 %

Asian, alone, non‐Latinx
Black, alone, non‐Latinx

Native American, alone, non‐Latinx
Pacific Islander, non‐Latinx

White, alone, non‐Latinx

Other, alone, non‐Latinx
Multi‐racial, non‐Latinx
Latinx/a/o of any race

Race
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2020 County Population, by race/ethnicity

19Note: this table uses mutually exclusive single race categories 
and treats Hispanic/Latinx as if it were a racial category.

Black, Indigenous, Latino/a/x, People of Color 235,140 39%
Black, alone, non‐Hispanic 12,763 2%
American Indian, alone, non‐Hispanic 2,416 <1%
Asian, alone, non‐Hispanic 68,430 11%
Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander 3,240 1%
Hispanic/Latinx, of any race(s) 107,642 18%
Some other race, alone, non‐Hispanic 3,096 1%
Two or more races, non‐Hispanic 17,004 3%

White, alone, non‐Hispanic 365,232 61%

Total  600,372 100%



2020 County Population, by race/ethnicity
Black, Indigenous, Latino/a/x, People of Color 235,140 39%

Black, alone or in combination 21,975 4%
American Indian, alone or in combo 19,234 3%
Asian, alone or in combination 86,716 14%
Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander 7,540 1%
Hispanic/Latinx, of any race(s) 107,642 18%
Some other race, alone or in combo 89,133 15%

White alone, non‐Hispanic 365,232 61%

Total  600,372 100%

20Note: People of multiple racial groups are counted in each 
category they identify with, so percentages do not add to 100%.



Change in Race Over Time

• Geographic distribution of race 
and ethnicity has changed over 
time 
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Racial and Ethnic Diversity
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The Diversity Index shows the likelihood of 
two randomly selected residents of a given 
Census Tract being of a different racial or 
ethnic category.  Values can be as low as 0% 
or as high as 100%, theoretically.

2010Diversity Index
up to 20%

20 to 35%

35 to 50%

50 to 65%



Racial and Ethnic Diversity
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The Diversity Index shows the likelihood of 
two randomly selected residents of a given 
Census Tract being of a different racial or 
ethnic category.  Values can be as low as 0% 
or as high as 100%, theoretically.

2020Diversity Index
up to 20%

20 to 35%

35 to 50%

50 to 65%

65 to 80%

Commissioner Districts
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Themes in the Data
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Themes
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• Washington County is growing larger in population size and more diverse
• No dataset is perfect but the Census is the most common way of counting 
and sorting the population 

• 7 of 8 (88%) of Washington County’s net growth over the last 20 years is 
attributable to people who identify as Black or African American, American 
Indian or Alaska Native, Asian, Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander, 
some other race, or some combination thereof



Latricia Tillman
Chief Equity and Inclusion Officer, CAO

Next Steps
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Equity
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• Next steps
• Review and update predominant languages for interpretation, translation, signage

• Develop more in‐depth analyses to inform equitable access, service delivery, outcomes
• Cross‐tab analyses: housing/race, income/race, language/age, language/income, 
housing tenure, housing cost burden, health insurance coverage, educational 
attainment, etc.

• Children living in poverty; grandparents raising grandchildren
• Census tract and block group analysis of race/ethnicity and housing occupancy.
• 5‐year ACS estimates ‐ March 2022,
• Additional products age, sex, and race detail from the 2020 Census is expected in 
late 2022



Questions?
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Change in race overtime, all races

• Geographic distribution of race and ethnicity has changed over time 
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Census Race/Ethnicity
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• US Census Bureau team 
recommended use of a combined 
question with checkboxes for 2020 
Census + MENA option.

• The 2020 Census used a similar 
design to 2010, but with some 
change in wording + examples.



Racial and Ethnic Diversity, 1990 ‐2020
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‐ 1990
  1%  to   5%

  5%  to  10%

Percent Black
Less than 1%

  1%  to  5%

This series of maps shows the 
percentage of the population that 
reported Black, Alone or In 
Combination, for their racial 
category, by Census Tracts.



Racial and Ethnic Diversity, 1990 ‐2020
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‐ 2000Percent Black
Less than 1%

  1%  to  5%

This series of maps shows the 
percentage of the population that 
reported Black, Alone or In 
Combination, for their racial 
category, by Census Tracts.



Racial and Ethnic Diversity, 1990 ‐2020
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‐ 2010
  1%  to   5%

  5%  to  10%

10%  to  15%

Percent Black
Less than 1%

  1%  to  5%

 5%  to  10%

This series of maps shows the 
percentage of the population that 
reported Black, Alone or In 
Combination, for their racial 
category, by Census Tracts.



Racial and Ethnic Diversity, 1990 ‐2020
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‐ 2020Percent Asian
  1%  to    5%

  5%  to  10%

10%  to  15%

15%  to  20%

  1%  to   5%

  5%  to  10%

10%  to  15%

30%  to  35%

Percent Black
Less than 1%

  1%  to  5%

 5%  to  10%

10%  to  15%

This series of maps shows the 
percentage of the population that 
reported Black, Alone or In 
Combination, for their racial 
category, by Census Tracts.



Racial and Ethnic Diversity, 1990 ‐2020
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‐ 1990

This series of maps shows the 
percentage of the population that 
reported American Indian or Alaskan 
Native, Alone or In Combination, for 
their racial category, by Census 
Tracts.

Percent Indigenous
Less than 1%

  1%  to  5%



Racial and Ethnic Diversity, 1990 ‐2020
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‐ 2000

This series of maps shows the 
percentage of the population that 
reported American Indian or Alaskan 
Native, Alone or In Combination, for 
their racial category, by Census 
Tracts.

Percent Indigenous
Less than 1%

  1%  to  5%



Racial and Ethnic Diversity, 1990 ‐2020
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‐ 2010

This series of maps shows the 
percentage of the population that 
reported American Indian or Alaskan 
Native, Alone or In Combination, for 
their racial category, by Census 
Tracts.

Percent Indigenous
Less than 1%

  1%  to  5%



Racial and Ethnic Diversity, 1990 ‐2020
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‐ 2020

This series of maps shows the 
percentage of the population that 
reported American Indian or Alaskan 
Native, Alone or In Combination, for 
their racial category, by Census 
Tracts.

Percent Indigenous
Less than 1%

  1%  to  5%

 5%  to  10%



Racial and Ethnic Diversity, 1990 ‐2020
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‐ 1990

This series of maps shows the 
percentage of the population that 
reported Native Hawaiian or Other 
Pacific Islander, Alone or In 
Combination, for their racial 
category, by Census Tracts.

Percent Pacific Islander
Less than 1%

  1%  to  5%



Racial and Ethnic Diversity, 1990 ‐2020
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‐ 2000

This series of maps shows the 
percentage of the population that 
reported Native Hawaiian or Other 
Pacific Islander, Alone or In 
Combination, for their racial 
category, by Census Tracts.

Percent Pacific Islander
Less than 1%

  1%  to  5%



Racial and Ethnic Diversity, 1990 ‐2020
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‐ 2010

This series of maps shows the 
percentage of the population that 
reported Native Hawaiian or Other 
Pacific Islander, Alone or In 
Combination, for their racial 
category, by Census Tracts.

Percent Pacific Islander
Less than 1%

  1%  to  5%



Racial and Ethnic Diversity, 1990 ‐2020
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‐ 2020

This series of maps shows the 
percentage of the population that 
reported Native Hawaiian or Other 
Pacific Islander, Alone or In 
Combination, for their racial 
category, by Census Tracts.

Percent Pacific Islander
Less than 1%

  1%  to  5%



Racial and Ethnic Diversity, 1990 ‐2020
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‐ 1990Percent Asian
Less than 1%

  1%  to  5%

 5%  to  10%

10%  to  15%

This series of maps shows 
the percentage of the 
population that reported 
Asian, Alone or In 
Combination, for their racial 
category, by Census Tracts.



Percent Asian
Less than 1%

1%  to  5%

5%  to  10%

10%  to  15%

15%  to  20%

20%  to  25%

25%  to  30%

Racial and Ethnic Diversity, 1990 ‐2020
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Percent Asian
Less than 1%

   1%  to   5%

  5%  to  10%

10%  to  15%

15%  to  20%

20%  to  25%

25%  to  30%

‐ 2000

This series of maps shows 
the percentage of the 
population that reported 
Asian, Alone or In 
Combination, for their racial 
category, by Census Tracts.



Percent Asian
Less than 1%

1%  to  5%

5%  to  10%

10%  to  15%

15%  to  20%

20%  to  25%

25%  to  30%
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Percent Asian
Less than 1%

   1%  to   5%

  5%  to  10%

10%  to  15%

15%  to  20%

20%  to  25%

25%  to  30%

‐ 2010Percent Asian
Less than 1%

  1%  to   5%

  5%  to  10%

10%  to  15%

15%  to  20%

20%  to  25%

25%  to  30%

30%  to  35%

35%  to  40%

40%  to  45%

Percent Asian
Less than 1%

  1%  to   5%

  5%  to  10%

10%  to  15%

15%  to  20%

20%  to  25%

25%  to  30%

30%  to  35%

35%  to  40%

40%  to  45%

Racial and Ethnic Diversity, 1990 ‐2020

This series of maps shows 
the percentage of the 
population that reported 
Asian, Alone or In 
Combination, for their racial 
category, by Census Tracts.



Racial and Ethnic Diversity, 1990 ‐2020
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‐ 2020Percent Asian
  1%  to    5%

  5%  to  10%

10%  to  15%

15%  to  20%

20%  to  25%

25%  to  30%

30%  to  35%

35%  to  40%

40%  to  45%

45%  to  50%

50%  to  55%

55%  to  60%

This series of maps shows 
the percentage of the 
population that reported 
Asian, Alone or In 
Combination, for their racial 
category, by Census Tracts.



Racial and Ethnic Diversity, 1990 ‐2020
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‐ 1990Percent Asian
  1%  to    5%

  5%  to  10%

10%  to  15%

15%  to  20%

Percent Hispanic
Less than 1%

  1%  to   5%

  5%  to  10%

10%  to  15%

  1%  to   5%

  5%  to  10%

10%  to  15%

30%  to  35%

This series of maps shows the percentage 
of each Census Tract’s population that 
reported Hispanic or Latino/a/x, of any 
race, for their race and ethnicity category.



Racial and Ethnic Diversity, 1990 ‐2020

49

‐ 2000Percent Asian
  1%  to    5%

  5%  to  10%

10%  to  15%

15%  to  20%

Percent Hispanic
Less than 1%

  1%  to   5%

  5%  to  10%

10%  to  15%

  1%  to   5%

  5%  to  10%

10%  to  15%

30%  to  35%

Percent Hispanic
  1%  to    5%

  5%  to  10%

10%  to  15%

15%  to  20%

20%  to  25%

25%  to  30%

30%  to  35%

35%  to  40%

40%  to  45%

45%  to  50%

50%  to  55%

55%  to  60%

This series of maps shows the percentage 
of each Census Tract’s population that 
reported Hispanic or Latino/a/x, of any 
race, for their race and ethnicity category.



Racial and Ethnic Diversity, 1990 ‐2020
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‐ 2010Percent Asian
  1%  to    5%

  5%  to  10%

10%  to  15%

15%  to  20%

Percent Hispanic
Less than 1%

  1%  to   5%

  5%  to  10%

10%  to  15%

  1%  to   5%

  5%  to  10%

10%  to  15%

30%  to  35%

Percent Hispanic
  1%  to    5%

  5%  to  10%

10%  to  15%

15%  to  20%

20%  to  25%

25%  to  30%

30%  to  35%

35%  to  40%

40%  to  45%

45%  to  50%

50%  to  55%

55%  to  60%70%  to 75%

This series of maps shows the percentage 
of each Census Tract’s population that 
reported Hispanic or Latino/a/x, of any 
race, for their race and ethnicity category.



Racial and Ethnic Diversity, 1990 ‐2020
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‐ 2020Percent Asian
  1%  to    5%

  5%  to  10%

10%  to  15%

15%  to  20%

Percent Hispanic
Less than 1%
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  5%  to  10%
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30%  to  35%
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55%  to  60%70%  to 75%

This series of maps shows the percentage 
of each Census Tract’s population that 
reported Hispanic or Latino/a/x, of any 
race, for their race and ethnicity category.
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