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Department of Land Use & Transportation • Operations and Maintenance Division 
1400 SW Walnut Street, MS 51, Hillsboro, OR  97123-5625 

phone: 503-846-7623 • fax: 503-846-7620 
http://www.co.washington.or.us/LUT/Divisions/Operations/rromac 

Members Present:   

Mike Jamieson 
David McCoy 
Ken Moyle 

Gayle Ostgard 
Gary Virgin 
Lars Wahlstrom 

Denny Hruby 
Doug Riedweg

 

Absent:   

Allen Amabisca 
Mike Lyda 

Dan Morgan 
Matt Pihl

 

County Staff and Board Members Present:   

Stephen Cruise 
Melissa DeLyser 
Steve Franks 

Brian Irish 
Keith Lewis 
Sherri McFall 

Stacy Shetler 
Todd Watkins

 

Guests:   

Jennifer Flanagan Marc Farrar 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

1. Welcome, Introductions and Approval of October 2019 Minutes 

Vice Chair Ken Moyle called the meeting to order at 7:30 a.m.  All present introduced 
themselves. 

Member Jamieson moved to approve the October minutes.  Member Wahlstrom seconded.   

2. Guest Comments 

No guest comments. 

3. Division Updates 

Engineering & Traffic Services 

Stacy shared an update on Cornelius Pass Road, noting another closure is expected July-
September 2020. Stacy also discussed the county’s Snow Zones.  Snow Zone signs are now 
equipped for remote web operation.  Activated Snow Zones require chains.  More info is  
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available on the website at: 
co.washington.or.us/LUT/Divisions/Operations/InclementWeather/Snow-Zones.cfm 

Stacy also stated that the department has been working on the issues at Conzelman Road, 
which were brought to the October RROMAC meeting by local residents. 

Stacy shared some examples of 2019 legislative initiatives that he thought might interest 
RROMAC members: 

Senate Bill (SB) 558 is a minor change in the language for speed limits.  The language expands 
the term “speed limit” to all speed zones to make enforcement more consistent.  Member 
Moyle requested information on excessive speeding on rural roads. 

House Bill (HB) 3213 allows counties to set up safety corridors.  A statewide advisory committee 
will be set up to determine how to roll it out, for which Stacy volunteered to participate.  This 
may be a good topic for a future meeting. 

HB 2236 clarifies languages to clarify that farm implements may operate on highways with a 
posted speed of higher than 35 mph. 

SB 998 allows cyclists to roll through stop signs. 

Stacy shared that he checked on an issue Member Virgin brought to the September meeting 
about reflective buttons on Tile Flat Road between Grabhorn Road and Farmington Road. Stacy 
said that there are centerline buttons on the road.  Member Virgin stated he had mentioned it 
because he wanted to make sure the buttons would be placed.   

Operations & Maintenance 

Todd indicated that the County will be starting a project soon at Old Cornelius Pass and 
Germantown Roads.  An agreement is being developed to transfer that section of Cornelius 
Pass Road to the Oregon Department of Transportation (ODOT).  Rebuilding the bridge on Rock 
Creek Road will be included in that agreement. 

Todd also shared that the County had a successful Work for Public Works Recruitment Fair 
(WPW) on November 2.  It was located at the Washington County Walnut Street Center and 
included five local jurisdictions: Washington County, City of Beaverton, City of Hillsboro, Clean 
Water Services, and Tualatin Valley Water District.  The event included a Human Resources 
trade show, static equipment displays, and technical support for participants to register for a 
Neogov.com account in order to apply for government jobs.  There were over 60 attendees.  
The goal is to repeat the event annually. 

4. Quarterly progress report on FY 2019-20 Road Maintenance Program 

Brian Irish provided an Activity Cost Summary Report on work done related to the Fiscal Year 
(FY) 2019-20 Road Maintenance Program.  Members reviewed the report and discussion 
ensued. 

file://///PFILEPSB/LUTOPS/Shared/Urban%20Services%20and%20Community%20Engagement/Committees/RROMAC/2019/11%20Nov/Minutes/co.washington.or.us/LUT/Divisions/Operations/InclementWeather/Snow-Zones.cfm
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5. Overview of draft FY 2020-21 Road Maintenance Program 

Brian provided an overview of the draft Road Maintenance Program for next fiscal year (FY 
2020-21).  He distributed a map and list of FY 2020-21 Road Fund Road Widening Candidates.  
The map is preliminary and will contain labels and additional detail when posted to the web. 

Members reviewed the map and discussed how rural growth affects roads in the County.  Brian 
requested that members review the candidate list and send their suggestions for road widening 
to him by December 31. 

Guest Jennifer Flanagan asked about funding for rural roads and emphasized the importance of 
the County vetting development projects thoroughly in order to avoid creating dangerous road 
situations in rural communities. 

6. Pottratz Road Update 

Stephen Cruise gave an update on Pottratz Road rehabilitation.  He shared that reopening this 
road will restore access to some closed properties along the road, including a Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) parcel. BLM previously provided Washington County with funds to replace 
a culvert on Pottratz Road in order to restore access to their land.  The closed road is about 3/4 
mile in length and will be a gravel road. 

Stephen shared a video of the roadway and an estimate of the cost of the work ($225,000).  
Expected completion of the road rehabilitation is June 2020.   

7. Update of RROMAC Bylaws 

The update of RROMAC’s bylaws was moved ahead on the agenda. Todd shared that the Board 
of County Commissioners will be voting on the update to RROMAC’s bylaws in their December 
17 meeting and that RROMAC needs to vote today on the draft.  Member Jamieson stated that 
he will abstain from a vote today because he doesn’t feel prepared to address it.   

Specific language changes were discussed.  Member Jamieson stated the “Purpose” should be 
better defined, as RROMAC advises only on road-related operations and maintenance.  Todd 
suggested changing to “…road-related matters associated with the operations and maintenance 
of county roads outside the urban growth boundary.”  Member Jamieson agreed. 

Regarding alternate members in RROMAC, Member Virgin expressed support for keeping 
alternate members.  He believes it encourages learning before becoming a full member.  Todd 
expressed that alternate members are treated no differently than regular members; we call on 
alternate members to vote, no matter their level of knowledge. Also, eliminating alternate 
member positions is being proposed as part of the bylaws updates of other County boards and 
commissions.  Member Ostgard shared that eliminating alternate membership would keep 
things clean and simple. 

Vice Chair Moyle moved to vote for the elimination of alternate membership. Motion passed 6-
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2.  Members in favor: Jamieson, McCoy, Moyle, Ostgard, Riedwig, Wahlstrom.  Members 
against: Hruby, Virgin. 

Member Jamieson asked whether the Commissioners are recommending the proposed two 
term limit.  Todd affirmed this and shared that the Board is trying to standardize bylaws across 
all County committees, particularly in relation to items such as term lengths and limits. 

Steve encouraged members to voice their thoughts about updates to the bylaws at this time.   

There was discussion regarding rules regarding communication amongst Committee members 
and the importance of avoiding a de facto meeting by email or other means. 

Vice Chair Moyle requested that the creation of subcommittees be included in the bylaws.  
Todd suggested adding subcommittee language in Article 5, Organization and Procedure: “The 
Chair, as needed, will determine the formation of temporary subcommittees to address specific 
issues under the purview of the Committee.” Vice Chair Moyle agreed. 

Todd shared that the County plans to begin providing civic training to new committee members 
and all committee members are welcome to participate. 

Member Jamieson asked how the Board of Commissioners defines underrepresented groups 
and what the underrepresented groups are in the county.  Member Ostgard commented that 
the definition of diversity can vary.  Member Riedweg asked how diversity impacts and who 
should represent the rural community when taking the diversity ratio of those residents into 
consideration. 

Member Wahlstrom stated that he believes the data on the RROMAC membership matrix is 
inaccurate.  Steve indicated that the information has been vetted; however, staff will review it 
again to confirm the details. 

Todd invited RROMAC members to attend the Board’s work session on December 5 and the 
Board meeting on December 17 when RROMAC’s bylaws and membership recommendations 
will be on agenda.  Member Ostgard asked about numbers of candidates versus vacancies.  
Todd shared that there are more applicants than vacancies and the Board has requested 
recommendations based on their stated goals. 

To follow-up on the issue of rules about communication among RROMAC members and other 
legal issues affecting County boards and commissions, Todd said staff will ask County Counsel 
staff to present on those issues at a future RROMAC meeting. 

8. Bridge and Gravel Roads Subcommittee Updates 

Gayle shared a summary of the most recent Gravel Road Subcommittee meeting.  She shared 
that the subcommittee has had four meetings so far.  At last week’s meeting, Ed Meeuwsen 
shared the road crew’s perspective for the surface stabilization work.  Based on that crew 
perspective and Brian’s data summary, the subcommittee’s recommendation is that we close 
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the subcommittee. 

Member Jamieson requested an update about using Member Pihl’s surface stabilization 
method, suggested at a prior meeting.  Brian replied that Member Pihl will be invited to the 
post-construction meeting and an update will come back to RROMAC. 

Member Jamieson shared a summary of the Bridge Subcommittee meeting.  The subcommittee 
is working on prioritization.  A bridge load carrying capacity of 50,000 lbs. has been 
recommended for all bridges in the rural area. 

9. Confirm Meeting Follow-Up/Action Items:  What and Who? 

RROMAC agreed to meet next on January 9.  Potential or future meeting topics mentioned 
included: 

• Speed limit setting and enforcement 

• Definition of underrepresented population 

• Membership terms update 

• County counsel training for committee members 

• Whether to conduct a joint committee meeting with URMDAC in 2020 
 

10. Meeting Adjourned   

Member Moyle adjourned the meeting at 9:31 a.m.  

 

Next meeting: January 9, 2020 at 7:30 a.m. 


