WASHINGTON COUNTY
OREGON
RROMAC MEETING MINUTES
February 17, 2011
The purpose of RROMAC is to study rural road operations and maintenance concerns in
Washington County, work with County staff to develop program and funding alternatives
and make recommendations to the Board of Commissioners.

Members:

James Burns
Robert Ewers
Denny Hruby
Wendy Mortensen
Ken Moyle
Matt Pihl
Gary Virgin

Staff:

Absent:

Eldon Jossi
John Malnerich
Doug Riedweg
Dave Vanasche
Lars Wahlstrom

Guests:

Keith Lewis
Victoria Saager
Dave Schamp
Stacia Sheelar
Gary Stockhoff
Todd Watkins
Suzanne Savin

Welcome
Matt Pihl called the meeting to order at 7:35 a.m. The January minutes were reviewed. Robert
Ewers motioned to approve the minutes and it was seconded by Wendy Mortensen. All were in
favor.
NORTH BETHANY SUBAREA
Suzanne Savin from the Long Range Planning Division attended to discuss the North Bethany
subarea. Several concerns were discussed. Some concerns were; north/south route congestion, a
traffic plan after full build out of nearly 5000 dwellings, road connectivity, involvement of the
adjacent rural property owners, are the rural impacts being addressed (spraying, etc.), and
wildlife migration. The question was asked, “What are RROMAC’s opportunities to comment?”
This issue will be discussed again at the March meeting.
GRAVEL ROAD UPGRADE POLICY AND FUNDING
The latest version of the Draft Gravel Road Upgrade Policy was distributed. The committee will
review the policy and discuss at the March meeting. A motion will be made at that time whether
to recommend the policy move forward or be reviewed further. Once the committee approves
the policy it will go to the LUT Director for approval.

ROCK CREEK ROAD
Rock Creek Road is not a county road. The only way the County can spend Road Fund money is
to get the Board to approve a specific expenditure. Dave Schamp talked to the Board in October
and the Board would not approve the repairs based on inadequate right-of-way. Property owners
must dedicate the right-of-way or the County must purchase it. Meetings with property owners
in 2002 showed little to no interest. Complaints are from commuters and bus drivers.
Multnomah County keeps their section maintained. The road is being portrayed as dangerous,
but the county has no liability. The county would recommend the road be reverted to gravel and
then a new surface applied. The right-of-way alone would cost $10-15k.
Dave would like a recommendation from RROMAC. There was also some discussion on rightof-way width and the railroad impacts. There are four options; 1-Do Nothing, 2-Authorize
temporary repairs (potholes, stripe, blade) would last maybe three years, 3-Revert, hard surface
(chip seal) would last 7-10 years, 4-Hold out and acquire right-of-way and bring to standards 20
year design.
Jim Burns motioned to go with option three, revert and hard surface. Denny Hruby seconded the
motion. Five were in favor, one opposed. Motion carried.
MISCELLANEOUS
Gary Stockhoff shared that the apparent low bidder for the Brookwood, TV Highway to Baseline
project was Emery and Sons. Their bid came in 40% below the engineer’s estimate. The road
will be closed for six months with the first phase being East Main to Golden and the second
phase Golden to TV Hwy. They will be putting in three lanes and flattening the curves.
Dave Schamp shared that Greg Miller, County Engineer, was retiring due to health reasons.
There will be a retirement celebration for him on March 1 at 2:00 p.m. in the cafeteria at the
Public Services building. You are all invited to attend. Gary Stockhoff is the new County
Engineer along with his current duties as Capital Projects and Engineering are now one division.
The Minor Betterment Policy was discussed. Additional funding is being directed from House
Bill 2001 to the Minor Betterment Program for interim small improvement projects, not full
scale projects. A minor betterment project is usually less than $150k and there are no right-ofway needs from property owners. Currently staff decides what gets done, it’s reviewed by
management, the director, added to the budget and then included in the Work Program for public
review and Board approval. It could be any county road, anywhere. Dave Schamp has proposed
that the Minor Betterment Review and Selection Committee be expanded to include
representatives from the public (two from URMDAC, two from RROMAC, and one from the
CCI). Matt Pihl expressed an interest in volunteering to represent RROMAC. We will look for
one additional volunteer at the next meeting.

Todd Watkins provided a handout showing clearance information for service drops. In general
wires should be a minimum of 17’ above the roadway. Call the utility company to report a low
wire.
Wendy Mortensen requested a staff report on the relationship between the pavement condition
index and road priority matrix and how that relationship may affect rural local roads, specifically
the roads hard surfaced under the Gravel Road Upgrade Program. Todd Watkins will follow up.
Matt Pihl adjourned the meeting.
MARCH AGENDA
North Bethany
Gravel Road Upgrade Policy
Volunteers for the Minor Betterment Committee
Work Program Review – Review prior to the meeting.

