WASHINGTON COUNTY
OREGON
RROMAC MEETING MINUTES
December15, 2011
The purpose of RROMAC is to study rural road operations and maintenance
concerns in Washington County, work with County staff to develop program and
funding alternatives and make recommendations to the Board of Commissioners.
Members:

Absent:

JimJim Burns
Robert Ewers
Denny Hruby
Eldon Jossi
Wendy Mortensen
John Malnerich
Matt Pihl
Doug Riedweg
Gary Virgin
Lars Wahlstrom
Dave Vanasche

Staff:

Greg Clemmons
Keith Lewis
Victoria Saager
Dave Schamp
Stacia Sheelar
Gary Stockhoff
Todd Watkins

Guest

Todd Baker, Baker Rock

Welcome
Matt Pihl called the meeting to order. The NovemberNovember minutes were reviewed.
Lars WahlstromWahlstrom motioned to approve the minutes and it was seconded by Bill
Ewers. All were in favor.
ENGINEERING AND CONSTRUCTION SERVICES UPDATE
Gary Stockhoff shared the following updates:
1. Glencoe Bridge - beams delivered and placed.
2. Brookwood is open, working on southern piece.
3. Huge upcoming construction season – widening on Bethany and overpass in
June/July 2012. MSTIP 3d program is being put together and there will be a list of
projects for RROMAC’s review at the January meeting. Other jurisdictions are
currently reviewing the list. The list does include a couple of rural bridges
ODOT will be working on the Glencoe overpass at North Plains and that will go to bid on
February 17, 2012. This will be a five-lane structure ($30 million).
Brookwood interchange will be done in Spring 2013 – widening 20’, new Jacobsen
intersection, Groveland changes to retain access to Rice Museum based on previous
agreement.

Denny asked about the lane width on the Scholls Ferry roundabout. Gary assured the
committee that 16’ was wide enough for farm equipment, the radius is smaller, lower
design speed than Verboort, but will actually be wider than Verboort. There are mountable
curbs and it will have 30 feet of clearance. There has been some misinformation going
around.
Matt mentioned that the Glencoe Road sheet pile southbound feels like it obstructs the
travel lane, also blinding floodlight in driver’s eyes per Wendy. Gary will check and have
the contractor fix these issues.
Gary Virgin mentioned the solar powered flashing light on Clark Hill was not working
well. Gary Stockhoff will check into this as well.

MINOR BETTERMENT COMMITTEE UPDATE
Lars shared the committee had their last meeting to wrap things up, projects are on the
website if you want to review them. The committee is done until next year.
CHIP SEAL REPORT
A summary of the chip seal consultant’s report was provided by Greg Clemmons. The
report was received, core samples have been tested and a handout of final
recommendations was shared. This study was done due to observed issues with recent
chip seals, more than we thought we should have; changed the oil due to issues with
MC250; Moreland was first with issues, but it was not related to the oil change.
Conclusions from the handout were 1) Rock Source, 2) Inadequate base, 3) Timing
between base rock and chip seal. Recommendations were: 1) Change rock size, 2) Fog
seal if striped, 3) Quality Assurance program – more testing, 4) Structural evaluation and
soil testing, or increase minimum base depth. Additional testing will be done on Evers and
Jacktown.
John Malnerich says no one can say it’s Baker Rock, could be the operator, speed, etc.
hardness of the rock is not the question.
Greg handed out the gravel road upgrade list showing completed and upcoming projects.
FILL SITE DISCUSSION
Matt Pihl is on a subcommittee and Terry Lawler has drafted a summary of the committee
recommendations for disposing of fill dirt. Rearranging dirt on your site is the cheapest,
but schedules often drive the project which may mean getting it offsite is desired; figuring
out how to make them pay to remove fill is difficult; directing where the dirt goes is also
challenging. This problem started with light rail, still has not been resolved. Regulations
prohibit covering good dirt. Urban reserves will get paved, rural reserves is where we
don’t want it to go, but property owner who wants it and spins good web/business plan can
get approval. This issue will not go away any time soon.

RROMAC VACANCIES
Dave Schamp discussed the current vacancies on the committee and recognized Jim Burns
and Wendy Mortensen as retiring committee members. Jim started back on River Road,
gravel roads were being reverted. Jim read a statement about how much the county has
improved over the years. He shared that the staff has greatly improved, better information
is being shared, and we are getting roads paved. Wendy Mortensen formally started with
the committee back in 1996, informally in 1994. Wendy was a charter member,
RROMAC really struggled the first few years, the 10% of new money resolution was
written and the gravel road upgrade program was born. Dave offered the county’s thanks
to both members for their continued service and presented them with certificates.
Dave shared that staff used to dread going to RROMAC meetings and the committee
dreaded the meetings. RROMAC is now looked at as a group that has evolved and
contributed to issues, people look to RROMAC to help move the ball forward and they
have credibility with other agencies and organizations.
Gary Virgin will likely be moved from an alternate position to a regular position. We
currently have vacancies so please apply if you are interested.
MISCELLANEOUS
The question was asked if the County would be doing any repairs on Rock Creek Road.
Staff reports it went to the Board in October for maintenance and the Board said no. It was
reported a citizen has offered to contact all property owners to ask them to donate the rightof-way needed to make it a maintained road.
A contractor will start repairs on the Scoggins Valley Road slide in January.
Matt Pihl adjourned the meeting.
NEXT MONTH
MSTIP 3d List Review
Bike/Ped Taffic Issues – Shelley Oylear (February)
FUTURE MEETINGS
Bike Tool Kit

