


Child Abuse is Common

Oregon (FFY 2019)
89,451 reports
13,674 victims
23 fatalities

United States (FFY 2018)
4.3 million reports, 7.8 million children
678,000 victims
1,770 fatalities
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Oregon data from DHS - https://www.oregon.gov/dhs/CHILDREN/CHILD-ABUSE/Documents/2019%20Child%20Welfare%20Data%20Book.pdf 
National data from Children’s Bureau (Administration on Children, Youth and Families, Administration for Children and Families) of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services- https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/cb/cm2018.pdf 

A survey of Oregonians found:
About 1/5 had experienced physical abuse
About 1/7 had experienced sexual abuse
https://www.oregon.gov/OHA/PH/ABOUT/Documents/indicators/aces.pdf 
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/HEALTHYPEOPLEFAMILIES/DATAREPORTS/Documents/OregonACEsReport.pdf 
https://www.co.washington.or.us/HHS/ChildrenYouthFamilies/AdverseChildExperiencesACEs/upload/General-Pre-Prepared-Presentation-on-ACEs.pdf


CHILD ABUSE HAPPENS MORE THAN YOU KNOW

Sources: 
Admin for Children and Families -https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/cb/cm2018.pdf 
https://www.oregon.gov/dhs/CHILDREN/CHILD-ABUSE/Documents/2018-Child-Welfare-Data-Book.pdf
CDCP - https://nccd.cdc.gov/uscs/childhoodcancerbyprimarysite.aspx
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Child abuse is common. 
Over 89,000 reports in Oregon and almost 14,000 victims. 
Across the country , over 4 million reports and over 600 thousand victims. 
Four- five children die each day from child maltreatment in the United States. 
And the research indicates that those numbers under- represent the actual numbers of child maltreatment cases. 
For example. in Oregon, a survey of adults found that one in five reported being physically abused as a child, and one in Seven reported being sexually abused. 
We know from adverse childhood experiences studies that that trauma in childhood, if left untreated, doesn't just make childhood difficult. It can lead to some of the leading causes of illness and death and adults. 
Many argue that it also is at the root of some of the most significant challenges we're facing in society today, like mental health problems, drug and alcohol addiction, homelessness. 



http://www.kids-center.org/images/10400996/image004.jpg


30% suffered repeated
physical, sexual or emotional
abuse in early childhood

22% had unmet basic needs (food, clothing)

13% lived with an adult with a substance use issue

17% were separated
from parents

0-6 years old

50% dropped out of school

28% ran away or left  home early

30% became teen parents

15% became homeless at some point

46% were substance users
7-19 years old

30% were arrested or
incarcerated at some point

52% were substance users

26% were homeless

28% were separated from their children
19-30 years old

40% struggle with mental health

70% describe struggling to get needed healthcare

NONE able to work

30% describe being
socially isolated

30+ years old

Providence Health & Services
Center for Outcomes 
Research and Education (CORE)

Medicaid High Utilizers (Pathways to Health Study)
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Source: from a presentation Providence Center for Outcomes Research and Education made to Health Share in 2015. 

RESPONDING TO CHILD ABUSE IS A WISE BUSINESS INVESTMENT

From original slide presentation: “Program participants have led extraordinarily difficult lives (47 members)”, and “63% have experienced some form of abuse before the age of 19.” 

There’s an ongoing going study referred to as the Adverse Childhood Experiences Study. It shows, over and over again, how trauma in childhood is linked to some of the leading causes of illness and early death in our society.

In a nutshell, it says that if trauma symptoms (intrusive thoughts, uncontrollable anxiety or fear, trouble sleeping, difficulty concentrating) are not addressed, people often end up choosing solutions that effectively treat the trauma symptoms, but have serious side effects. Abusing drugs helps numb those thoughts, but can make it difficult to hold down a job. Smoking can help with the anxiety, but has significant side effects like heart disease and cancer.

Making sure we work to prevent and properly respond to child abuse isn’t just the right thing to do from a moral, safety or health perspective, it’s a wise business investment.

12/3/14 spoke with Jennifer Matson on the phone about the. She said health share received a "Health Commons grant" of about $17 million through CMS. Health share contracted with Providence research to evaluate different programs. They looked at the high utilizers of healthcare in our community. Last summer they spoke with those people and in a control group to hear about their lives and plotted different events over a timeline. She said the ACE study didn't talk about what led to what. In talking with a high utilizers, we were struck by how common sexual abuse and physical abuse was in their histories. That trauma often led to school problems, running away, homelessness, drug abuse. Also most were estranged from their own children as adults. We talked about what CNW does and how we have records dating back to 1987. We agreed to keep each other in mind about possible opportunities to collaborate on research about childhood trauma, and what interventions might be most effective in diminishing the impact trauma has on a person's well-being not just in childhood, but throughout their lives.
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Here's a slide here's a slide from a local study by Providence researchers looking at the highest utilizers of Medicaid dollars in our community. 
The researchers interviewed over 40 adults and ask them about their lives. 
They learned that 30% had suffered repeated physical, sexual or emotional abuse in early childhood. About one in five had unmet basic needs like food and clothing. 
In their school years, 50% ended up dropping out of school. 1/4 ran away or left home early, and one third had become teen parents. 
As young adults, about 1/3 had been involved in the criminal justice system, half were struggling with substance use, and a quarter of them were homeless. 
After age 30, 40% struggled with mental health problems, and none were able to work. 
In the work we do on our child abuse multidisciplinary team and it carries northwest we think we have a tremendous opportunity to change their trajectory for children who have experienced trauma. 
What if children Received the help and treatment they needed to stop the abuse from happening, and then treat those trauma symptoms. 
As we're looking at where to invest our limited resources, we think addressing child abuse and childhood trauma isn't just the right thing to do from a moral perspective, Or a public safety or health perspective, it's a smart business investment. 





Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs)

ACE Pyramid 
Represents conceptual 
framework for how ACEs 
strongly relate to 
development of risk factors 
for health and wellness 
issues later in life

Source: https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/acestudy/about.html



Washington County CARES Workgroup
Kevin Barton, Washington County District Attorney
Steve Callaway, Hillsboro Mayor
Rolanda Garcia, DHS District Manager
Marni Kuyl, Director, Washington County Dept of Health and Human Services
Ruth Osuna, Deputy County Administrator, Washington County
Deanna Palm, President, Hillsboro Chamber of Commerce
Dick Stenson, Retired CEO, Tuality Healthcare 
John Southgate, Business and Economic Development Consultant
Pam Treece, Wash Cty Commissioner, Exec Dir Westside Economic Alliance
Judy Willey, Board Chair of Family Justice Center
Kathleen McDonough, Coordinator of Wash Cty Child Abuse MDT
Gil Muñoz, CEO of Virginia Garcia Memorial Health Center
Kevin Dowling, Executive Director of CARES NW



Our Vision
A state-of-the art facility for Washington 
County children and families who have been 
abused or neglected to provide medical 
treatment and therapy and to address trauma 
in a collaborative, proactive way while 
promoting the health and safety of our 
community.



Our Solution
• Co-locate CARES and Family Justice Center at the current WCCCA building creating 

a dedicated facility that provides medical care, trauma therapy, and community 
education surrounding child abuse, neglect and domestic violence

• Ensure all Washington County children and families have access to medical care, 
trauma therapy and justice services regardless of socio-demographic status

• Proactively prevent and equitably respond to all forms of familial abuse, neglect 
and violence in collaboration with Washington County’s leaders, non-profits and 
community members in a culturally competent manner

• Address current and historical gaps in services and attention to abuse, neglect and 
domestic violence



Broad Community Support
• Addresses current community need for criminal justice reform 

and meaningful action on DEI initiatives

• 50+ letters of support from community leaders, groups, 
professionals and members of the public

• Public safety polling demonstrates longstanding support for use 
of public funds to respond to child abuse and domestic violence

• Washington County CARES workgroup and community 
outreach demonstrates public support



WCCCA Building  
17911 NW Evergreen Pkwy, Beaverton
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DEI Considerations
Washington County’s BIPOC, female and limited financial 

resource children are disproportionately present as 
patients at CARES
Key demographics of Washington County CARES 

patients:
30% are Hispanic/Latino
14% are multi racial/ethnic
18% need an interpreter 
61% are female
74% are either Medicaid or no insurance



Questions?
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