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Overview

Substance Use Data and Trends

COVID-19 Impacts

Initiatives and the CATT





Oregon ranked 4th in the nation for substance use 
disorders.

Oregon ranked 4th for needing, but not receiving 
treatment for substance use disorders.

Addiction costs Oregonians $5.9 billion annually.

Source: 2018-2019 National Survey on Drug Use and Health & 
Mental Health America 2020 report



Tri-County Opioid Overdose Fatalities

More than 3 people a week died from opioid overdose in 2018.

Heroin and/or fentanyl deaths increased by about 3 times since 2016.

12 people died from a fentanyl overdose in 2018.
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Source: Oregon Health Authority, Public Health Division, Opioid Data Dashboard, Medical Examiner Data
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COVID-19 Impacts on People with 
Substance Use Disorders

• More susceptible to COVID (NIDA)

• Nearly 70% increase in all Oregon drug 
overdose deaths from 4-5/2019 to 4-5/2020 
(mainly opioids and meth). (SUDORS)

• Between the 1st and 2nd quarter of 2020, OD 
deaths in Oregon involving:

• Fentanyl increased 92%
• Cocaine increased 57%

• Amphetamine increased 37%
• Heroin increased 9% 



Regional Alert Due to an Increase in Fatal and Non-Fatal OD’s

Status Definition Primary Activity

Green Stable: Stable rates of opioid overdose based on routine surveillance data. Monitor

Yellow Potential or Suspected Increase: Multiple data sources suggest potential increase. Investigate and Prepare

Red Confirmed Increase: Increase in number of overdoses corroborated by multiple 
data sources or additional confirmatory evidence is available.

Active Response



Overdose 
Prevention with 

Naloxone

-HHS distributed 
2,764 naloxone doses 
to criminal justice 
partners
-125 community 
partners trained
-79 lives saved 

The Addictions 
Program provided 
$32,000 to three SUD 
provider agencies for 
naloxone distribution 
in the 2019-2020 FY.



Drug Takeback Policy

• Washington County drug 
takeback ordinance 848 
passed on May 7, 2019 

• Increase access to proper 
disposal resources

• Oregon statewide drug 
takeback legislation, HB 
3273, passed. Effective 
September 29, 2019.

• State Drug Take-Back 
programs will begin July 
1st, 2021. 



Patient Education Toolkit
Outreach Campaign

• Distributed to 60 Washington County provider agencies 
• Accessible online in 5 languages

PainEducationToolkit.com



Medication Assisted 
Treatment (MAT) and 

Resources for 
Adults in Custody  

The Washington County Jail 
MAT Collaborative began 
October 2018 to help expand 
MAT services

June of 2019, the 
Washington County jail 
staff began continuing 
Buprenorphine treatment 
for adults in custody



Collaboratively developed, comprehensive, and co-located 
substance use treatment center with multiple levels of care

Rapid (24/7) access 

Peer mentors in every service area

Lead with race and equity



Service Needs
 Service Current 

availability 
within County* 

Recommended 
** 

Deviation from 
Recommended 

Sobering Beds 0 No National 
Data N/A 

Detox Beds 0 37 100% 

Men’s 
Residential 13 112 88% 

Women’s 
Residential 15 74 80% 

*Does not include inpatient care or in-custody treatment services provided by 
local hospitals or the jail 
**National Survey of Substance Abuse Treatment Services (2015), SAMHSA 



Learning From Others
• Buckley Sobering, Eugene, OR

• Central City Concern, Portland, OR

• Lifeline Connections, Vancouver, WA

• National Sobering Collaborative, San Francisco, CA

• Onsite, Vancouver, BC

• Restoration Center, San Antonio, TX

• Steering Committee
• Program Development Work Group

• 12 Focus Groups (People with lived experience, culturally specific  communities)
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Requests and Next Steps

• CATT newsletters: CATT News and 
Publications (washington.or.us)

• CATT website
• Future letters of support

• Board of Commissioners 
consideration of Feasibility Study 
Summer 2021

19

https://www.co.washington.or.us/HHS/Addiction/CATT/catt-news-and-publications.cfm
https://www.co.washington.or.us/HHS/Addiction/CATT/index.cfm


Questions/Comments

Contact: Naomi_Hunsaker@co.Washington.or.us
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