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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Welcome!  We appreciate you taking the time to meet to discuss the removal of the fire gate. We’ve heard concerns and support alike from many of you. We hope this meeting helps all of us better understand one another’s positions.Commissioner Treece asked that we extend her apologies. She had an unexpected conflict with tonight’s meeting. Her assistant Megan McKibben is participating in the meeting and will be reporting back to her.And about our website:  Starting Monday, Washington County will have a new website. We’ve been assured that all our current webpages will transfer seamlessly to the new website. However, if you experience any issues, please email us: LUTcomm@washingtoncountyor.gov.



Background

• Temporary gate installed due to a sight distance issue on the NW 
corner

• Goal was always to have Ridge Road access to McDaniel once sight 
distance was corrected

• Intersection’s northwest corner developed; sight distance was 
corrected

• County received requests to have the gate removed as planned
• Majority of residents surveyed in 2020 supported removal
• County engineering study determined sight distance is sufficient
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
I’m sure many of you are familiar with the history of the fire gate.  We kept this slide brief intentionally so that we’d be sure to have plenty of time to answer your questions and to hear your comments.



Sight distance is sufficient
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On Ridge Road looking 
onto McDaniel Road

Community Development Code
Section 501-8.5F(4)

AASHTO (Per CDC 501-8.1 B (2) 
(d) and 8.2 B (3))

Required Actual Required Actual
Looking north at 
southbound traffic 350 ft 385 ft

Looking south at 
northbound traffic 380 ft 320 ft 263 ft 320-334 ft

Sight distance looking south at northbound traffic:

• Does not meet Community Development Code Section 501-8.5 F (4) 

• Does meet American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) “A 
Policy on Geometric Design of Highways and Streets” formula

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
John Fasana:Detailed information, including the AASHTO formula, is available on the Ridge and McDaniel Roads Fire Gate Removal  webpage. The link is in the chat.CDC is generic, AASHTO is more specific – takes into account ..  actual vehicle speeds and the road grade380’ Required in the CDC because the vehicle speeds were measured. (10 x the 85th Speed)320’-334’ range 15’ and 10’ back from travel lane respectivelySummary Statement – Therefore sight distance is met the intersection should operate safely and that was the requirement for removing the gate. 



Community-submitted questions

• Is the decision final or not? If the decision is final, when will 
the gate be removed?

- Guy Field, community member

• The decision is final
• The gate was always intended to be temporary
• Having additional access to McDaniel Road improves emergency response 

and traffic circulation

• Gate removal scheduled for Oct. 19 (date subject to change) 
• Subject to weather and staffing
• We will notify all service providers: Emergency services, garbage/recycling, 

TriMet, Beaverton School District, etc.
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Community-submitted questions

• The sidewalk on the north side of Ridge Road is not 
continuous and is heavily used by children due to the bus 
stop located at the intersection. Are there plans to complete 
sidewalks and when? 

- Ryan Maddox, community member

• Sidewalk gaps likely to be addressed by future development

• Submit requests for sidewalk improvements through the Urban 
Road Maintenance District Pedestrian and Biking Improvement 
Program
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
There are continuous sidewalks on the south side of Ridge Road. The gaps in sidewalks on the north side of McDaniel Road are along undeveloped properties. As development occurs in theses locations, adding sidewalks along McDaniel adjacent to developing properties will be conditions of approval. In other words, developers will install and pay for any sidewalks on subdivision lots along McDaniel. We have no way of knowing when development may occur. We encourage you to submit a request for sidewalk improvements through the Urban Road Maintenance District Pedestrian and Biking Improvement Program. This is the only program with regular funding for pedestrian and biking improvements. Most, but not all projects, are “small scale” meaning that they are usually under $500,000 and are most commonly sidewalks and bike/pedestrian crossings. For more information, visit our website:  https://www.co.washington.or.us/LUT/Divisions/Operations/roadwaysurfaces/bike-ped-improvements.cfm



Community-submitted questions

• What are your plans for enforcing speed limits along the 
sightlines of this intersection given that it's within an 
enhanced sheriff's patrol district (ESPD)?

- Ryan Maddox, community member

• Speeding is enforced by the Washington County Sheriff’s Office. We 
have made them aware of the gate removal

• Contact the Sheriff’s Office directly for additional speed 
enforcement
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Traffic enforcement is the responsibility of the Washington County Sheriff's Department. We have made them aware of the neighborhood's concerns. But we encourage you to contact the WCSO directly for additional speed enforcement. The link for online submissions https://www.co.washington.or.us/Sheriff/FightingCrime/Patrols/traffic-complaint-report-form.cfm.  



Community-submitted questions

McDaniel Road beginning at 111th Avenue is a hotbed for sports car 
and motorcycle enthusiasts that plan to drive/have driven aggressively 
through the hills between here and NW Portland.
• What is average speed per vehicle for that section of road? Stopping 

sight distance (SSD) guidelines assume a certain speed (V, in mph) at 
the 85th percentile of maximum mandated by law, but my guess is the 
actual 85th percentile for speed is greater than the legal 100th 
percentile. 

• What data have you gathered on speed (V, in mph) for that location, 
over what period of time, and what was the sample size?

- Ryan Maddox, community member
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Community-submitted questions

Response to questions on previous slide
• 24-hour traffic counts were taken on northbound McDaniel 

Road, ~300 feet south of Ridge Road, on Oct. 22, 2020, and Feb. 2, 
2022.
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SAMPLE SIZE 85TH PERCENTILE AVERAGE SPEED
2020 1,285 vehicles 38 mph 33 mph
2022 1,501 vehicles 38 mph 32 mph

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We collected speed data on McDaniel in October 2020. Majority of traffic was traveling at or below 38 mph in the posted 35 mph zone. Oct 22 ,2020NB - 24 Hours 300' south of Ridge Road on McDanielSample 1285 (free flowing)85th 38, Ave 33Pace 31-40 MPH, 977/1285 (73%) HOA hired ERTC, LLC9/29/20212:30 PM to 3 PMNB 52 samples85th 36, Ave 33We didn’t use this data Feb  2, 2022NB - 24 Hours 320' south of Ridge Road on McDanielSample 1501 (free flowing)85th 38, Ave 32Pace 31-40 MPH, 1110/1501(73%)How the data is collected - backgroundFor general data collection at a study location, we typically collect 24-hour volumes, 85th% speeds and occasionally, vehicle classifications. Counters are placed Tuesday through Thursday on non-holiday weeks, which is standard for the industry as is the most likely time frame to collect typical data. The county’s counting devices use hoses placed at a predetermined distance. The software calculates the speed of each vehicle based upon this hose distance and using the time counted between a vehicle’s front axle striking the first hose and the second hose. All of the speed data over the 24-hour period is collected and if charted, normally results in a bell curve. When the top 15% of speeds are removed, the next highest speed remaining is the 85th percentile speed. This is the speed at which 85% of drivers are driving at or below. Engineering studies have shown that the majority (85%) of drivers travel at speed that is appropriate for the conditions. Volume data is also broken down in hourly increments and added for a 24 hour total. Vehicles have predetermined axle distances and the software calculates the classification of each vehicle based upon the time between the front and rear axle strikes and the vehicle’s speed. The software is pre-programmed with 13 vehicle classifications from FHWA and it bins this data accordingly.



Community-submitted questions

• Currently the are no traffic controls or signs at the intersection of 
Ridge Rd. and McDaniel. In addition, the weeds in the McDaniel ditch 
have remained unmaintained and overgrown, obstructing the line of 
sight looking South.

• Given that the intersection will still serve as a school bus stop and 
have a high level of pedestrian traffic, what safety measures is the 
county planning once the gate is removed? Will there be crosswalks, 
traffic signs or any other installations to prevent an accident?
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Community-submitted questions

Response to questions on previous slide
• After the gate is removed, a stop sign will be installed on Ridge 

Road at McDaniel.
• An intersection warning sign will be added on McDaniel, 

facing northbound traffic.
• No marked crosswalks will be added. The intersection will 

operate as a standard two-way stop control intersection with 
stop signs on both sides of Ridge Road.

• We submitted a road service request for vegetation trimming. You 
can submit a request for trimming of vegetation in the public right-
of-way via our website.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Stacy ShetlerIntersection ahead (with rider and flags)We've put the Request a Road Service website address in the chat. (need to confirm)Ongoing vegetation maintenance to maintain sight distance on McDaniel is the responsibility of the adjacent homeowners.(in the Right of Way and on site)This was included as conditions of approval for the developments on this section of McDaniel Rd



Community-submitted questions

The speed is getting crazy on McDaniel (many car/motorcycles over 50+ 
MPH) and once this barrier is removed, cars will be turning off of
McDaniel onto Ridge Road and many drivers are traveling way to fast to 
slow down for a turning car. They are also not prepared for a traffic 
change.

• Once the barrier is removed, has LUT considered putting a speed 
bumps northbound between Dumar Lane and Ridge Road as well as 
southbound between Appellate Way and Ridge Road? 

- Brian DeVore, community member
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Community-submitted questions

Response to question on previous slide
• We will not be installing speed bumps or speed cushions on McDaniel 

Road.
• Classified as an urban collector, considered a commuter road designed to 

move traffic at consistent speeds

• Side effects to speedbump; not appropriate for commuter roads
• Can contribute to excessive acceleration between bumps
• Noise nuisance due to acceleration, deceleration and vehicle noise when crossing bumps
• Varying speeds can result in increased rear-end crashes
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Collectors are considered commuter roads, which are intended to move traffic; they typically have higher traffic volumes and speeds.  Locals and Neighborhood Routes are considered residential streets, where livability is an appropriate concern.  Count data taken during our analysis of this intersection in October 2022  tells us that the majority of traffic was traveling at or below 38 mph, in this posted 35 mph zone.  The count location was not intended to find the highest speeds, the majority of drivers exhibit decent compliance with the posted speed limit.  The speed data collected suggest that there are very few outliers (50+) near the Ridge Road intersection. 1 over 2 days. Intersection ahead sign will be installed.There are adverse side effects to speed bumps. Studies have shown that drivers tend to accelerate after crossing a speed bump in order to make up lost time. Another side effect, which may be annoying to adjacent homeowners/residents, is the noise resulting from acceleration, deceleration and vehicle noises (undercarriage, rattling parts, etc.) when crossing the bump. A third side effect is the frequent attempts by drivers to vary their speeds when approaching speed bumps to lessen their impact and potentially increase their comfortable crossing speed. 



Community-submitted questions

• What can the County do about speeding on Ridge Road and other 
neighborhood streets once the gate is down?

- Suzanne Massar, Community member

• Enforcement is the most effective deterrent

• Ridge Road and other area streets are classified as “urban local” roads and 
may be eligible for traffic calming subject to the criteria in our 
Neighborhood Streets Program

• We will collect speed data after six months to help determine eligibility
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We will use a set of road tubes to collect data about traffic volume and speed for 24 to 48 hours, We will use that data to establish a new benchmark that we can make future comparisons to. We’re doing this after six months because traffic patterns should be stabilized by then after the fire gate removal.We will compare the data collected to the thresholds needed to qualify for the Neighborhood Streets Program. We will share results with you via the email list from this meeting. Back pocket:  We could consider putting up the radar trailer (if available) when the gate is removed.There are HOA’s that buy their own speed feedback devices and move them around.



Neighborhood Streets Program
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If eligible for a Safety Campaign, steps include:
1. Determine and rank eligible measures
2. Circulate petition
3. Draft a traffic-calming plan
4. Vote on traffic-calming plan

• 67% approval required
• Non-returned ballots counted as ‘no’ votes

5. Share and implement traffic-calming plan
6. Review results

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
If you qualify for a safety campaign and request one, our staff will work with you to determine what kinds of speed reduction measures are possible on your roads. Then we rank all the eligible options.We’ll generate a petition that needs to be sent through the neighborhood. 51 percent of your neighbors would need to sign to move forward. Property owners can only sign once.Then we will collaborate with neighbors to decide on calming measures and draft a traffic calming plan that will be voted on by the community. We will send out ballots to each property in the area. A 67 percent approval rate is required to move forward.If approved, we’ll share the plan with the community and implement it. Once the plan has been carried out, we review the results of the project together.
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